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'ETTER 


FROM 


EDINBURG H. 
T O 


ONE in LONDON, &c. 


SIR, 


Received yours, and do not think it ſtrange, that thoſe 
of England are ſo deſirous ro know the Acts and Pro- 
ceedings of our General Aſſembly in Scotland; for not on- 
ly Curioſity but Intereſt may prompt themthereto : I wi 
idily ſerve you in this Matter, and intended, though you had 
t required it, to have given you an Account of it, that you 
Ight have Occaſion of gratifying your worthy Friends and 
cquaintance. It's true, I was not Eye-Witneſs of what paſt; 
r you know my Circumtances would not allow thatz and 
e Brethren (as they call themſelves) endeavoured. to keep. 
t all that were not of their own party, or who might*tal} | 
ales; forbidding the Keepers of the door to admit any with- 
t a leaden Ticket in rhe ſhape of a Heart, which was the Paſs 
en them, which was not ſo eaſily obtain'd, except for their 
ticular Friends 3 and if any of the Epiſcopel Party were di- 
ered, there was a Cry preſently, Conformiſts are here; and 
> Officers were ſent ro thruſt them out, However not- 
thſtanding of this ſtritneſs, there were always two or three 
Sect and intelligent Perſons of my Acquaintance preſent at 


every 


by 
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every Seſſion, from whom I have what I write to you. Ant 
aſſure you that you may truſt the Ingenuity and Faithfulneſ 
the Relation. But before I come to the Aſſembly it felf, they 
be ſome things previous to it which you ought to be inform: 
of. A General Aſſembly in Scorland (you know) is much 
the ſame Nature with the Convocation in Ergland, or a Ny 
tional Council; and of no leſs Authority here : Nay, our Pref. 
byterians exalt the Authority of their Aſſemblies aboue that 
King or Parliament; and there be ſome ſtanding AQts of their 
Aſkmblies againſt Afts of Parliament, and which diſcharge 
Obedience to them: Whereupon our Pres>yterians being nat 
content with what the Parliament had done for them, nor think 
ing their Authority ſufficient for ſetting up their Government; 
they required a General Afembly, by whoſe Authority {whid 
with them is fupreme, and next to that of Jeſus Chriſt ) ther 
Government might be firmly eſtabliſhed, and all their Acting 
and Proceedings ratified and approved by it. Yet they kney 
that a free Aﬀembly of the Clergy and Laity throughout the 
Kingdom would rather defeat than advance their Deſign; 
therefore they conſider'd how they might prevent that by ſont 
Method, which would exclude alt who were not well atfe 
ed to their Intereſt, or zealous for the Good Old Cauſe. 

In order hereunto they prevailed with the Parliament, t0 
lodge the whole Government and Management of Church Ak 
fairs inthe hands of thoſe fewOld Preachers who went off whet 
Epiſcopacy was reeſtabliſhed Az. 1661. and ſuch as ſhouldit 
admitted and approved by them. When theſe Miniſters off the 
Epiſcopal Perſwafion who had complied with the preſent (+ 
vil Government heard this, they thought themſelves injurc 
and therefore addreſſed to the Parliament to be admitted i 
a ſhare of the Government, or at leaſt not to be abſolutely ſub 
jected to. them, who were their ſtated and -profeſſed Enos 
This oy claimed as due to them, not only upan the accow 
ef their being Lawful Miniſters of the Goſpel, but alſo upon 


account of the publick Faith, which promiſed them Proteci® 


vpon their compliance with the Civil Government : Notvilt 
landing which, their Petition was diſdainfully rcjedted, ® 


(3) | 
| "tinaed as before, in favour only of che above-men- 
We pboyterhi Preachers. By which means all the preſent 
piſcopal Clergy and fuch of the Laity as favoured their Inte- 
cl 2nd had complyed with them, were rendred incapable 
if bearivg any Office in the Kirk, and of Sitting and Voting in 
heir Meetings. This the Epiſcopal Party juty complained of, 
1d faid 3 That though Epiſcopacy was abolifned merely upon 
n unjuſt and falſe Pretence, that that Government exerciſed 
yranny over the Church, yet now a real Presbyterian Tyran- 
y was eſtabliſhed, that inſtead of Fourteen Bilhops Sixty were 
tt up, who would Lord it over their Brethren more 1mpert- 
uſly than they either did or pretended to do 3 and that Pref- 
yters were ſubjefted to them who own'd themſelyes to be no 
nore than Presbyters, which bad no Precedent in the Catho- 
ick Church, but alſo they who could not be denyed to be 
wful Miniſters were excluded from any ſhare of the Diſci- 
line and Government of the Church; which was contrary to 
he very Principles and Tenets ofthe Presbyterians themſelves z 
pho make every private Miniſter to be inveſted with the Au- 
hority of ruling as well as of teaching; and who affirm it un» 
awtul for any Miniſter to part with that Right; and who 
herefore were wont to exclaim againſt Biſhops, becauſe the 
eemed to uſurp it wholly to themſelves. All the Excuſe made 
or this was, That they could no otherwiſe make their Go- 
ernment ſure, and that the Epiſcopal Party deſerved to be 
bus treated for their Apoſtacy, in betraying and renouncing 
he true Rights and Intereſts of the Church by complying with 
piſcopacy. Hence it was inferr'd that Presbyterians + jug» 
le both with God and Man: For whereas they would have the 
orld believe, that their Model of Government and Formsof 
iſcipline are ſo much of Divin« Right that they can ſubmir to 
lo Terms of Compoſition with Men about them 3 ſo when 
t makes for their Intereſt, they can without any ſcruple intro» 
luce eſſential Alterations thereof: For Parity (which they 
* ke theInſtitution of Chriſt) was now (aken away, and out 
| the pretended exigence of the Church uine hundred Mini- 
*r3 Were ſuſpended from one half of that Power given th=m 
A 2 | by 
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by Chriſt, which at other times is ſaid to be ſo eſſential tothe 
that they cannot be Miniſters of the Goſpel without it. 
Shortly aſter the paſling that AR of Parliament, for ſettir 
up the Presbyterian Government, and committing the Cars 
and Management thereof to theſe few ſurviving Presbyteri 
an Miniſters, who had not complied with Epilcopacy; ther 
was a Meeting at Edinburgh of Presbyterian Miniſters and La. 
Elders to adviſe about the Afﬀairs of the Kirk, and to ly 
down Methods how a General Afſembly ſhould be call'd yd 
conſtituted 5 becauſe ( as I have obſerved ) one could not by 
bad according to their minds, alter the old manner and rand. 
ing Rules of General Aſſemblies. By Virtue of the Act of Par. 
liament, none had the Right to meddle with the Governmert 
and Afﬀairs of the Church but ſuch Miniſters as had been re- 
moved by the reſtoration of Epilcopacy 3 and certainly the: 
men were greatly overſeen when they parted with that Privi 
lege, and admitted others to ſhare with them before they had 
ſetled the Church according to their minds : For by thele 
means they were overpower'd and outvoted, and forced to 
yield to other things than what they firſt intended 3 but they 
were not ſenſible of this their Errour till it was paſt remedy, 
Firſt, the remnant of the Remonſtrator Party, who had been 
actually depoſed in the time of Presbytery, and ſome of them 
for ſcandalous and groſs Crimes, came to fit in this Meeting} 
they were very active and uſefu], and therefore it was thought 
fit to receive them 3 but ſome being ſenlible of the Irregularity 
of admitting Perſons lying under the ſentence of Depoſition 
by their own Kirk, it was therefore moved that the Sentence 
of Depoſition might be firſt taken off: But the Debate wa 
laid afide and ſappreſt, becauſe theſe men-urg'd and preſſed 
that their Sentence of Depoſition might be declared void and 
null, being done Clave errante, by a Factious party 3 wherevili 
ſome of the old Publick Reſolutioners were pricked, and there 
fore proceeded to defend themſelves, and particularly 
Mr. Alexander Pitcarne proteſted againſt their Proceedings, 40d 
threatned to print his Proteſtation, and to declare their Met 
ing unlawtul, while ſuch incapacitated Members were alloyel 
hes . 
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Gt in it : But ſuch early Heats being unſeaſonable and pre” 
icial, they prevail'd with him to take up his Proteltation 
1 to forbear the Publiſhing it. Into this Aſſembly allo were 
eived all theſe younger Brethren, who had been admitted to 
Miniſtry clandeſtinely in the time of the Jaſt Reign, or a- 
wedly and openly fince the receiving their Indulgence from 
vo James, Theſe were hurried on with more Fierceneſs and 
al than the former, who indeed wanted not fincerity and 
cernment enough for the Cauſe. 


Gelidus tardante SeneT2 
Sargnis hebet, frigentque effete in corpore Vires. 


The Old Men thought that they ought to rule, and bear the 
ateſt Sway becauſe of thcir Age and Experience, and that 
: Att of Parliament was eſpecially in their favours; but the 
unger Brethren would not be impos'd upon, fceing Parity 
5 the Conſtitution of their Government. And it was ſaid 
at one Mr, Webſter told Mr. Gilbert Rule very bluntly, that 
dhe was a younger Man he merited more _ 
an he, having taken the Miniſtry upon him , 4 how 
the time of Perſecution, when no temporal fers, which- were 
ntereft did encourage him to itz whereas omerbing ro one who 
x W : knew no 0toer Wa)s 
other entred into it in the time of Peace, /.,» i» live, © 
d deſerted it in time of Trouble. 
Mr. Gabriel Cunningham was choſen Moderator of this Meet- 
,, Which was extraordinary as to its Nature, neither was 
rea proper Name for it ; For it was neither Sefton, Pres- 
ery, Provincial,nor Dioceſan Synod, nor General Afﬀembly, 
r Commiſſion of the Kirk, which are all the Church Judica- 
res ever have been ſince the Reformation 3 but ever ſince'it 
ars the Name of the General Meeting, Here -they appoint- 
Miniſters for the ſeveral Corners of the Country, divided 
Mm Into Presbyteries, preſcrib'd the Rules of trying Epiſcopal 
niſters, and ordained that where the Presbytery conſilted but 
four or tewer, the next Presbytery ſhould be joyned to it, 
uch yet in many places made not a competent number for fo 
ighty a buſineſs, as the examining and cenſuring gs 
| | or 
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for their Do@rine and Manners : For the two Presbyteries of 
Hidingtoun and Dumbar, where ( yon know) there he rex 
thirty Pariſhes, conſiſted but ot five Presbyterian \inilten 
There was the like number in the Presbyteries of Dyj 
and Chwraſide, where there were about as many Pariſhes, |, 
the Presbytery of Aughterarder there was but one Presbitain 
Miniſter, and when the next was joynd to it, they madebut 
three 5 ſo that when it was debated in the Afﬀembly, whethe 
one of them, towit Mr. :{l;am Spexce ( of whom you wil 
hear more afterward) ſhould go for Argss ; they pleaded 
gainſt his going, becauſe that without him they could nit 
have a £xorum in the Country where he then lived; ard 
the ſame time Sir Coliz Campbell and Ardbruchill (tood up and 
faid, in the face of the Aſſembly, that for twenty Miles Welk 
ward of Pertb, there were but two or three Miniltcrs, meaning 
theſe of the Presbyterian Perſwaſion, which ſhews how lit 
tle agreeable either their Perſons or Government are to tit 
People. 

Here alſo they laid down the Method and Manner of cv 
ſtit uting the next Aﬀembly, which was to fit in Oober, wn 
That where a Presbytery conſiſted of eight Miniſters, thy 
ſhould fend four Miniſters and three ruling Elders to the A 
ſembly, where they were under eight _ above four, thr 
Miniſters and two ruling Elders; four ſhould ſend two WM 
niſters and one ruling Elder; and where there was but 01 
that one and a ruling Elder ſhould come : By which you | 
that the old Method of conſtituting General Aſſemblics w 


yuite alter'd, and that as many Parts of the Kingdom were 
allowed Repreſentatives in that Aſſembly, ſo others were 8 
repreſented equally, nor could they bear a ſutable Propo 
ON therein ; but the ſmalneſs of their number was admitted ® 
a defence for this Irregularity. At this Meeting they appoſ 
cd a General Faſt before the ſitting down of the Aﬀemblj 
to be — on Sunday the 5th.. of OFober, which was it 


third Faſt had been obſerved on Sundays within the ſpace 


a Year, which is neither agreeable to the Nature of the (a 
aor the Praftice of the Primitive Times; but our Prev 
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. are above theſe thingsz they have more regard to the Pta- 

» of their own Predeceſfors, than eirber to Reaſon or An- 
uity ; and you know it was the Cuſtom of the old Presby. 
jans to keep all their Faſts on the Lords day : At this time al- 
we had another inſtance, whereby they ſhewed themſelves 
* true Sons of their Fathers, who did not confine themſelves 
Matters purely Eccleſiaſtical, but who allo were always 
eching at the Power of the Magiſtrate 3 whole Priviledg it 
in-this Kingdom to licenſe Books, and in their Licences to 
nt the Monopoly of them: This Privilege was alſumed by 

General Meeting; For they order'd an old Treatiſe of ru- 
p Elders to be reprinted by the Heirs of Andrew Anderſon, 
| diſcharged any other to meddle therewith 3 This is the 
vm of their Licence word for word. 


The General Meeting of Mini ers and Elders of this Church 
have appointed this Treatiſe of Ruling Elders and Deacons 
to be Printed by the Heirs of Andrew Anderſon and zone 
other. ExtraGed by 

LoHN SPALDING, Clerk. 


This was a ſmall Beginning, however the Privy Council 
ught fit to take notice thereof, and to-give a check to theſe 
croachments on the Civil Power, and therefore order'd the 
ples to be call d ip, and the Licence to be torn away 3 ſo. 
it after the firſt day all the Copies were ſold without the 
primatur ; and two Friends of mine (who otherwiſe cared 
t for the Book )- were forced to pay a triple rate for one 
Ith the foremeptioned: Licence, which was a new Proof of 
 Presbyterian Uſurpation, 
After the Meeting #he Brethren went home, and fell totheir 
rk with all their might, according to the Inſtruftions given: 
mntheir GenerakMeeting, It was expected that they would: 
{t have planted the Churches made vacant by the Council: 
I the Rabble, which were more than could be ſupplied by: 
the Miniſters of that Perſwaſion : But they were not ſo zea- 
Us 10 plant, as-to; pluck up what was already planted 3 hey 
would: 
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would not begin to build, until what was already byilt yy 
overthrown to the Ground. More than a third part of 
Churches in the Kingdom wanted Miniſters, ard the mg 
them for more than a Year. But as if that was only a {ag 
matter, it was overlooked ; and all Pains and Care laid oy 
in emptying thefe Churches where the Epiſcopal \iniſter 
-continued to preach. Their beloved Weſt was deltitute of \þ 
niſters, the Churches there and in Gelloway were almoſt | 
ſhut up. So that when the Aſſembly met, two Miniſters & 
clared before them, that where they liv'd there was not h 
much as the face of a Church, there being no Miniſters by 
themſelves and one other :'Yet none were fent thither, by 
they ſhew'd greater Inclination to ſeat themlclves in the [p 
thians and Sexth, which is indeed a better Country, but when 
- there was lels room for them, and where they were not lou 
ceptable to the People. Many were indeed aſtoniſhed at thi 
nor could they either juſtify it, og well underſtand the Pol 
tick thereof. Strange! there were already more Churches n 
cant, than there were Presbyterian Miniſters to gyit in then 
and yet ſo many more were aimed at, and coveted. It was {ii 
and lamentable to ſee ſo many deſolate Congregations inal 
parts of the Land, ſuch Multitudes of People without tit 
Goſpel, and without the dire&ion of Paſtors, and yet the 
would endeavour to deprive them of this Blefling, who by tit 
good Providence of God had it ſtill continued with then 
However they did this either to force the People to joyn wit 
them when none other could be had, or being conſcious ( 
their own lgnorarice and Inability, they thought it neither 
nor their Intereſt to Wlerate thim'who' weie-tnore judiciol 
and who would accuſtom the People to Senſe and ſolid Df 
courſes, which held forth the true Nature and Deſign of tit 
Goſpel, and which armed People againſt fanatical D<lulions 

When ſome were ask'd why they-ftudiet to calt out alltix 
Epiſcopal Clergy , ſeeing they could' not yet ſupply tl 
Churches, and why they would preach 1n a Meeting-houl 
where there was an Epiſcopal Miniſter unblameable in his Lit 
and Dottrine, and draw the people from hitn, rather _ 
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er Pariſh which wanted a Paſtor altogether. It was m- 
= That there was lefs prejudice both to Church and Peo- 
by the want of Preaching, than by the Preaching of Men of 
iſcopal Principles and Perſuafions : And Mr. Frazer of Brey 
£1 in a Sermon before the Parliament, That it was better that 
e Temple of the Lord, did lie ſometime unbuilt and unre- 
ir d, than be rear'd up by Gibeonites and Samaritans. Butto 
rn, Nothing came Se ha the Presbyteries, except Citations 
1 Libels againſt Epiſcopal Miniſters, and to make the greater 
ſpatch, they ſat every Week. The Presbyteries were a perfect 
ifition, who ſent out Spies to inform them not only of the 
lick Sermons and open Practices of the Epiſcopal Clergy,but 
0 what they ſpoke and did in private; Neither did they 
arch only into their preſent behaviour, but alſo they made 
quiry into the former AQions of their Lives, and if they.up- 
diligent ſearch made any diſcovery of any little Blemiſh or 
lure, though before forgotten, it was made a part of their 
lictment, Mr. C. an old Man of eighty years at Ledy-Kirk, 
libell'd among other things for Drunkenneſs, alledging an 
ance fifteen or ſixteen Years ago, who as heprov'd the al- 
ld Inſtance to be falſe, ſo he ſaid very well, that ſeeing a 
T Inſtance could not be produc'd, it did appear, that he 
$ neither ſcandalouſly Drunken, nor guilty of the Habit 
reof, There was a form'd Deſign of diſgracing the Epiſco- 
| Clergy, and of rendring them infamous for Iamorality z 
t it will be much for their advantage, that after earneſt de- 
and endeavours to blacken them, there was little or no- 
g made out ago them-z When any real Scandals were 
nd, they were loudly talked of, and publickly proclaim'd, 
1 laid to the charge of the whole Party, as if it were a mat- 
extraordmary to find ſome unworthy perſons among nine 
ndred or a thouſand-: The leaſt defects of Behaviour were 
ghtened and aggrayated as if they had been groſs Crimes, 
I what was no fault 'was-made one by a perverſe and finilter 
Tpretation and unchatitable Conſtruction. When more 
nous Crimes were wanting, the Libels were ſtuffd and 
Ild with Articles, which of themſelves amounted to nothing; 
B but 
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but accumulated together, were by them look'd upon and 
ſtained as amounting to a great guilt. And when nothing 
could be deviſed againſt the Miniſter himſelf, he was accu 
for his Elders and Pariſhioners, if they could be tax'd for 
real or apparent Crimes; For then it was ſaid, that he prophy 
ned the Holy Ordinance of the Lords Supper, becauſe he wa 
ſiſted by ſuch Elders, in the Adminiſtration of it; and thathy 
- admitted ſuch perſons, whereas yet neither the one nor thes 
ther were undcr Church Cenſure or legal Conviction. Thel: 
bels were generally fo frivolous and imperrinent that thy 
ought to have been rejected with Scorn; but whatever was 
fered by the Bygots was admitted, and all care and cautin 
us'd not to diſcourage them. The great Scandals of Mr.Loy 
and Mr. Graham Miniſters at Dumtermline were the admitti 
Perſons promiſcucuſly to the Sacrament ; the profaning theLot 
Day in ſuffering people to bring in Kail, and fan Barly forit 
Pot that day; and by allowing their Children to play with othen, 
though they were very much under that age, which evenit 
the opinion of Jewiſh Doftors was obliged to the ſtrid oble 
vation of the Sabbaoth. Another Miniſter was deſign'd to bel 
belled for plucking a few Peaſe on Sunday ; but that being 
parallel to the caſe of the Diſciples, which our Saviour defent 
ed, it was not permitted to be made uſe of, One was accult 
becauſe be ſometimes Whiſiled ;* And another becauſe «t 
time playing at Bowls, he broke an innocent Feſt, which not 
could have conſtrued Prophane , but they who were iy 
pure. 

It any had at any time publickly or privately expreſvd a 
Leal for Epiſcopacy, or refleted on the Covenant, and the 
Principles and Pradtices of the Presbyterians, who now alwi 
aſſume the names of the Godly, and the peculiar people of Go 
or if it could have been alledged, that they had any ways, 
never ſo indireGly,or even in obedience to the Magiſtrate, bl 
the occaſion of any trouble or uneafineſs to them , this 
never omitted; but was ſure to be made a main Article of Mt 
Libel. Thus Mr. Crawford (the old Gentleman mentioned 
| fore) was accuſed for calling the Covenant a Band of bo 

|; 


WAP 
». Mr. Heriot, Miniſter at Dalkeith was libelled, as calling 
1-rmouth and Argyle Rebels and Traitors, becaule he read the 
roclamation ſet forth againſt them, and which was appointed | 4 
) be read in Churches * by the King and Council. And a cer- * Ar rhe | || 


f R , : . e Fi of 4 ' 
in Great Man was ſo picqu's at him upon this account, that "7 ® _ pl | 


would neithec hear his Defences againſt the other Articles ;, yig. !! 

f the Libel, nor yet interpoſe his Authority (which was then Informa- i | 

ie higheſt in the State) for keeping him in the Exercile of nb mt | 

is Miniſtry, though it was delired by the Generality,and the Heriot eo | , 

& of his Pariſh. Mr. Wood of Dambar was charged in his + "ow | | 1 

ibel with Cruelty, and a perſecuting Spirit, becauſe he per-©*"* | 4 
ded a Friend of his to put away a Servant who would 
jot keep the Church, and thereby made both her ſelf and her 
ſtreſs liable to the Law : He was alſo accuſed for ſaying to 
ne who expreſt his fears, as if the Liturgy of the Church of 
ind would be introduced among them, God ferd ws 119 
ſe 3 and that he had never expreſt his thankfulneſs to God, 
r the deliverance of the Land from Popery and Prelacy, To 
he firſt he reply'd, That he was indeed ſorry if any ſuch Ex- 
reſlion had dropt from him, becauſe he was ſenfible it was too 
pean for ſo great and ſo glorious a Church as thaflbf Exgland - 
0 the other he ſaid, That he thanked God heartily for any 
deliverance that the Land had from Popery, but he could not 
lo (o for the overthrow of Prelacy, unleſs he cither a&ted the 
Aypocrite, or was convinced that Presbytcry was the greater 
lefling, and the more Ancient and Apoſtolical Government ; 
vhich he never yet ſaw made out. Mr, Grahame (whom I men- 
oned betore) had in his Libel imputed to him, the taking the 
Vaths of Allegiance and Canonical Obedience, which, they 
ud, ſhewed him incorrigibly Epiſcopal.. Mr. Coxper had added 
0 his Libel his taking the Oath of the Teſt. Mr. John/tone of 
alin was accuſed for beitig too much affected to the Epilco- 
pal Government, and for recommending ſuperſtitious and er- 
oneous Books to the people, as they were pleag'd to'call the 
Whole'Duty Man, which was exprelly: mentioned. Another 
Mr. Johnſtone Miniſter of Burzt Iſland was libell'd, for converſ- 
8 with ſome perfons whom they alledg'd ro be no Friends to 
| | 2 F _ the 
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the Government either of Church, or State ; and for uſing thy 
Daxology, &c. which, &c. could only refer to the Creed an{ 
Lords Prayer. The Miniſter of Abbots- HZ was accuſed fo 
neglefting the Crrechiſm of the Weſtminſter Divines, an1 uſmg 
that which was ficft ſet forth by the Synod of Einburgh, and 
afterwards enlarged by the Reverend and pious Biſhop Scowzal; 
The Catechiſm (' I maſt tell you is as well as the hole Dy 
of Min mach ſpoken againt, and ſeverely condemn as errone 
ous ; but what are the particular Errours of it which make it { 
dangerous, I could never learn, nor do I believe you could 
gueſs them, except they were told you. 

By theſe Inſtances you may underltand the Nature of our Pres 
byterian Libels; | forbcar to give you more, becauſe I fuppole 
there will bea Colle&ion of them publiſhed : But you mult knoy 
that they would never give any of the Epiſcopal Clergy the 
title of Miniſter, bat only that of Incumbent. Mr.Graharz con: 
plain'd of this, and demanded a Reaſon, who was told by wy 
of Anſier by one that preach'd at T:z»erkeithing thar there wer 
no true Miniſters but Presbyterian Miniſters 3 And as they ds 
nied them thg Title of Miniſters 3 ſo ro take away their rig 
to their reſpe&tive Pariſhes, one Article of their Libel wa 
Their entring by Preſentation from a Patron, and by Ordins 
tion, Colfation, and Inſtitution of the Bifhop, contrary to the 
Word of God z The Conſtitution of this'Church, As of Al 
ſemblies,and the Lands ſolemn ens 'When the lead 

e 


them, t 


my ors Ye VR oo oa. 


(13) 
« the Articles of the Libels were for the moſt part frivolous 
impertinent, {0 the manner of their proceſs was neither le- 
107 reaſonable 3 for ſeldom did they let the Miniſter accu- 


know his Accuſer, and ſq he might have been made a, Wit. 
s againſt him, which 1s contrary to the Laws of all Nations : 


de, they always received the Libel, and ſuſtained the vali- 
r of it, before he was heard, and not regarding what De- 


5 might be opponed, cauſed him to be cited to hear and 
him(c]f depoſed : Nor was he ſuffered tq he preſeyt at the 
mination of the \Vitneſles ; but in many places, if got every- 
re, the Witneſſes were allowed to be preſent all together , 
en they gave in their Evidence : By the Civil and Canon 
7, and the reaſonable.praRiſe of all Natipng, they who.bear 
tred, Malice,” or have (diſcovered any Prejudice againſt the 
ſed, cannot witneG in Judgment againſt him-3 but this was 
olly negleted and paſt by, and the moſt avowed, protelt, 
Lopen Enemies received,as Witnefles, -and ſuch alſo allowed 
tas Judges. Thus Mr. .Celderwaod a proteſt, and buter. þ- 
y ot Mr. Heriot Miniſter of Dalkeith, : who was the chief if 
the only Informer again him, fat and judged him in the 
ebytery in the quality.af a Kulmg Elder 3 And when the ſaid 
 Neriot deſired that the, might beiremoved, it was utterly re- 
Lhim, 'So when Mr. George Puroes Miniſter at Clencorſe 
deared: before the ſarge Preabytery.at Dolkerth, he objeGed a- 
t ſome of the Witneſſes [as carrying Heart-Malice and il! 
ll] towards :him; they having ſometime before aſſaulted him 
the Pulpit with Swords and Sxaves, and taking him by the 
roat, had pone near to have ſtrangled him, if he had not got 
(ent Relief; therefore (laid -he)-they ought not-to be allow- 
AS Witnefſesagainſt me, for they that did fo, what will they 
do to procure-my-ruin > UYpon-which phe very Reverend 
i Worthy, Matthew Selkirk, who :is naw ſetled Miniſter at 
gbton,rofe upanddpoke-:to the Moderator 5 That if thefe Merz 
; done ſo;out of ce 4ud,perſonal Nrejudice, they onebt not 
e received as Witneſſes 5 but if they had done it for the Glory 
0d, be ſaw.no reaſon why they. might wot be admitted. If one 


of the Depoſition-fcemed to proyethe Libe), or any A 
ticle 


( 14 ) 
ticle of it, though the other did exculpate the Miniſter or ex, 
nuate his fault, the firſt was marked, and the other left oy; 
So I was told of one who is ſince dead, who was accuſed for (x. 
ing, that Women wanted Souls; 'The Witneſs declar'd he hy 
heard him ſay ſo, but that he only deliver'd as the Opiniond 
another, and yer upon this the Article was look'd upon as 
ved: When the Witneſſes cleared the Miniſter or aſlerted tj 
Innocence, they were diſmiſs'd as knowing nothing of the Ma 
ter; but ſuch were greatly encouraged and cheriſh. d asſhey. 
ed themſelves earneſt and forward to diveſt him of the Char 
cter of a faithful, pious and upright Paſtor : And when theypil 
{ed the Sentence of Suſpenſion or Depoſition againſt any, # 
the intimation of it, from the Pulpit in bis own Church th 
whole Libel was read, though ſeveral of the Articles were 
frivolous and trivial as not cenſurable by Law, and others 
them that contained Matter of Scandal were no way proved. 

| As for the Epiſcopal Clergy, ſome of them diſown'd tha 
Authority, and would not appear; Others appeared, and gut 
in'their Defences; 'and ſome perceiving the Partiality of tt 
particular Presbyteries appeal'd to the next General Afſemby, 
hoping to meet with greater Moderation there, or at leaſttiy 
before that time the Civil Government would put a top # 
theſe Tigid-and unreaſonable proceedings. Thus watters vl 
till the fitting of the Aﬀembly, and by theſe proceedings ti 
Precbyterians not only encreas'd the prejudices of thoſe vil 
differed from them, but they alſo diſguſted many of ti 
Friends, The Presbyterians you know were much inferiourl 
the Epiſcopal Party in number, quality, learning or good Sen 
and [ aſſure you, 'that 'now' they have loſt much even of ilt 
Intereſt which they had in this Nation; many who.thought® 
of them while they were kept under; are-now aſhamed ofth® 
and have deſerted them: 1 am told that many ( eve" 0 
Weſt ) abominate them: It is moſt certain that in other p4® 
of the Kingdom, -they are feard 'and-dreaded as a Plagu*" 
Mankind, juſt as the Fefrits are. © © 

When the time of 'the Aſſembly drew. near, the ſeven 

Presbyterics fet about the chufing Commiſſioners for it a 


thin 
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'»« were ſo laid, that the moſt bigotted and hot-headed 
oenerally choſen, and thoſe of a more moderate Temper 
by. If there had been ry, reſpett to the qualifications of 
1. none in that part of the Country he lived in would have 
n preferr'd to Honeſt Dr. Hardy; but becauſe heretofore he 
1 kept correſpondence with the Epiſcopal Party, and till 
Moderation towards them, he was excluded. In like man- 
Mr. Alexander Pitcairn of Dron was put by, becauſe of his 
age at the Iaſt General Meeting, though he is ſaid to have 
re Learning than the moſt of them 3 and there were but 
& others in the Presbytery with him, and none of them, of 
e old men to whom the Government of the Church was 
uſted by the late A& of Parliament : He indeed came to 
Aſſembly, ſat in it, and interpoſed his Judgment, but was 
Member of it,and ſo conſequently had no Vote. When theſe 
aſures were perceived, it was concluded, That Mr. George 
wpbel (hould be alſo ſhuffled out of the Aſſembly ; but that 
uld have made their deſigns too apparent,there being none of 
Presbytery whom they could bring in Competition with him, 
alſo they had not much reaſon to fear any Oppoſition from 
© becauſe of his modeſty and quietneſs, which makes him 
&to Conteſts and Jangling. He hath indeed the Chara- 
of a learned, good, and diſcreet Man; and by his Modera- 
dat firſt he did very much diſpleaſe his Brethten, which (as 
n informed, byt am loth to believe ) hath obliged him for 
noving their Jealoufies to expreſs himſelfof late more ſever- 
againſt the Epiſcopal Party than he us'd to do formerly. As 
Lay-Commiſſioners, ſuch were pick'd out as either were 
Mt dygottedly affeted to' their Intereſts, or whom they de- 
dand deſign' e faſt Fri 
and delignd to make faſt Friends to their Party. In the 
exbytery of Churnfidethe Laird of —was choſen, and in Du»ſe 
t Competition lay betwixt the Laird of Lanton and M. the 
t was like to have carried it, but ſome one ſuggeſted to the 
Kderator, that it would very much refle& upon them to have 
h the Commiſſioners for the Merſe (tain'd with the Scandal 
Adultery; upon whichthe Commiſſion was giv'n to Lantor, 
d the other was put by, whom yer they would fain have 
obliged,. 


J 
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obliged, he being one who has at preſtat'a conſiderable yp 
in the Kingdom. | | 
The King you know ought to haye a Commiſſioner ateny 
Aſlembly,to ſee that Al urs of Stare be not medled with by th 
Brethren, who indeed i ret3\n the ong Ihthnations, whit 
they as well as the Church of Roz have always ſhewed q 
meddle with them, pretending they only do this in ordine 
ſpiritnalia, Every one look'd that the Earl of Cr.wford ſhoul 
have been the perſon, whom the = ſhould have honour 
with that Employment, and his Lordſhip himſelf rejoycedy 
expectation of it : But ( to the ſurprizal of all) ſome tew dy 
betore the Aſſembly ſat, a Commiſſion came down for N 
Lord Carmichael, which made the zealous Brethren hang doy 
their Ears: And My Lord Crawford gave an Indication of h 
ſecret Grudg at the diſappointment, by his entertaining ere 
body who came to ſee him with Proteſtations, that he did n 
deſire it,and with Reaſons and Excuſes why he would not tan 
accepted of it, if it had been offered to him: But we ng 
thy ſuſpeC that his Lordſhip would not have refuſed it, 
ing he frequented the Aſſembly, and officiouſly meddled in 
the Concerns of it, even before he was made a Member at 
upon Carmichael's advancement;there were Letters immediate 
diſpatched to procure a Commiſſion for his Lordſhip from fo 
Burgh or other, becauſe a Commiſſion from'a Presbytery 
been negleCted, upon an expeCation that his Lordſhip ſhoul 
have repreſented the King himſelf in the Aﬀembly : HisLotd 
ſhip was ſo humble, that having miſgd of the higheſt Statioh, 
he would rather ſerve in the meaneſt, than not have an handl 
advancing the good Cauſe; or be deprived df the occaſion 
perſeting what he had ſo zealou y begun : He had indeed 
merited the higheſt Honour inthe Kirk, but all except the 
5ygots of that fide approved the Kirg's Choice as beſt al 
wiſeſt for himſelf, and the Intereſt of the State. For My L 
Carmichael was look'd upon as a Man of good Senle, and 
had lately giv'n proofs of his Diſcretion and moderate Temps 
at the Viſitation of the Colledg of Glaſgow z whereas W 
Lord Crawford kept within no bounds of Moderation at 
141ta 
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r:ſtation of the Univerſity of S. Andrews, and was much ta- 
en notice of for his rough Uſage of the Maſters, particular- 
7 the Reverend old Dr. Weemſe Dean of S, Andrewes, and 
Irinciple of S. Leonard's College, who had been a Maſter in 
je ſaid Univerſity for the =_ of 45 years, under whom 
y Lord Crawford ſtudied Philoſophy, and to whom he way 
jen particularly obliged 3 the Dr. had alſo been a zealous 
ſſertor of the Proteſtant Religion, and defign'd to have made 
e Univerſity, his Heir z notwithſtanding all which, My Lord 
ould not ſuffer him to have the favour of a Seat, when he 
ended that Viſitation, and when the honeſt Gentleman's 
ge and Infirmity obliged him to reſt himſelf on the ſtep'ot 
Stair in the room, becauſe other Conveniency was deny'd 
n; his Lordſhip ſent an Officer and raiſed him; ſuch Rough. 
{and Incivility you may think incredible, but I had it from 
te old Gentleman himſelt ; of the which, with all other Parti- 
lars of that Viſitation, as alſo of the Viſitation of the other 
lleges, I am told that the World may expect a full Account, 


wt co return from whence my reſpect to my Lord Crawford 


ied me. 
All the Members of the Aſſembly being duly couven'd on 
appointed day, viz. the 16th. of OfFober, they went to the, 
ig h Charch where Mr. Gabriel (wmninghame Moderator of the 
js General Meeting did preach on S. John 2. 17. And his Diſ- 
les remembred that it was written, the Zeal of thine Houſe hath 
me up. In which the old man gave a greater Proof of his 
emory than his Jud , for the ſame Sermon had been 
ach'd on the ſame Text by Mr. Oliver Bowlis, an. 1643. be- 
re the Lords and Commons affembled in Parliament at Loxd. 
nave ſeen the printed Sermon compared with the Notes of 
vat was preach d, and I affure you Mr. Gebrie! made an ex- 
{ Repetition, and followed his Authour verbatins fo for as 
ws fit for his purpoſe, only he left out ſome things in the 
oe of Mr. Bowlze's Sermon, and added ſome bitter RefleRi. 
s 0n the Epiſcopal Party. 
There was a Parallel carried on betwixt Presbytery and 
it Miracle of out Saviour in whipping the Buyers and Sel- 
lers 
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lers out of the Temple z the ſetting up Presbytery at this tine 
was compared to the Woik of the Reformation, and was mz 
a more wonderful and feral A& of Providence. The Epiſcopi 
Party were called formal and nominal Proteſtants, who proſe) 
to retain the Fundamentals, did pervert and corrupt the very I). 
arine and all the Ordinances of Jeſus Chriſt. The Prebytc, 
ans you know can never have their fill of Preaching, and there 
fore a ſingle Sermon was not thought ſufficient to open thei 
Ailembly, but they returned in the Afternoon, where Mr, Þ, 
trick Simſon preached, on 3. Zach. 7, Thus ſaith the Lord 
He:ſts, if thou wilt walk in my Ways, and if thou wilt keey m 
Charge, then thou ſhalt alſo judg my Houſe, and ſhalt alſo keep m 
Cenrts, and I will give the Places to walk among theſe that ſtand 
by, When his Matter and Expreſſion were conlidered, no 
body thought his Sermon was ed as that in the fore 
noon had been, for it was Presbyterian Stuff courſe enough, 
He aſcribed to their Mceting a Supremacy abſolute and in 
mediate next under Chrilt, 

After both Sermons they went to-the Place appointed in 
the Aſſembly z Mr, Gabriel Cuxninghame opened the Met 
ing with a Prayer, after which he made 2 Complement totlt 

King's Commillioner, and defired that his Commiſſion migit 
be ſeen and read. The Commiſſioner having produc'd his Con 
miſſion, he deſired that every one might alſo ſhew theirs; whica 
occafioned a confuſed Jangling for ſome time. The next thing 
they fell upon was the chuling of the Moderator, for Mr.Ge 
briel could no longer preſide, it being againſt their Principls 
to allow a conſtant Moderator. For Perſons were in Now 
nation, the firſt was Mr. George Campbel Miniſter at Drumfriti 
whoſe Character I have giveg you - before 3 the next Ws 
Mr. GilZert Rule, who formerly paſs'd under. the name 
Dr. R#le becauſe of his praQiſing Medicine ;.- he fat in the Ab 
embly as Commiſſioner from the Colledg at Edinburgh, wit 
he was lately inſtalled Principal, in.the room of the reve 
and learned Dr. Moxro, In the laſt times of Presbyter) if 
was an Independent, but now he ſeems to own no ſuch thith 
but preſſeth the Presbyterian Government as of Divine [oſtits 

| £100: 
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on : He is of great Author! 9 
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back to the Biſhop of Aberdeen with recommendatory Letter 
trom the Primatez upon which they were admitted to thei 
Places, which the one kept till his Death, and the other ti] 
the Oath of the Teſt. 1am told that Mr. Meldrym denies the 
matter of Fat, and will not acknowledg that ever he tock 
the Oath of Canonical Obedience, but the thing is too note: 
rious to be denyed ; for as the Primate of S. Andrews afſur{ 
the Bilhop of Aberdeen of it by a Letter under his hand, df 
which Mr. Mel4rum himſelf was the Bearer; ſo the biſhop 
of Aberdeen to make their Compliance as publick and exem- 
plary as he thought their demurring and refuſal had been 
ſcandalous, before he remitted them to the Exerciſc of their 
Miniſtry, cauſed a publick Intimation of their Subſcription tg 
be made 1n the old Church of new Aberdeen, which Intins 
tiorr was made by Dr. Keith afterwards Profeſſor of Divinity 
at Edinburgh, which certainly would not have been done, if 
the matter of Fa& had not been certain : Eſpecially if it be 
conſider'd that they themſelyes, tho preſent, did not offer to 
contradict it, When this rigorous Proceeding of the Biſhop 
againſt them was in ordinary Diſcourſe complained of, he de 
fended himſelt by an o/d Scotch Proverb, which is, That « fi 
ging Mare ſhould be well girded : And it has been told me the 
Subſcriptions both of Mr. Menzies and Mr. Meldrum are til 
extant. However Mr. Meldrum payed true Canonical Obedr 
ence, as much as any. other Miniſter, to the Biſhop of Aberaee, 
and lived in particular Friendſhip with Biſhop Scowgal, who 
ſucceeded in that See: he frequented the Presbyteries and Sj 
nods, ſubmitted to their Ads, and affiſted ſeveral times whel 
the Biſhop ordained, and ſo far deſerted the Principles of tht 
Covenant and our Scottiſh Presbiteryans , - that he ſwore and 
ſubſcribed the Declaration, when he was admitted ReCtord 
the Mariſhal College of Aberdeen. It cannot be denied bit 
that he carried himſelf well, and gained the good Opinion 
all, while he kepr-his-Place, and even after' he had left it fot 
not taking the Teſt, he did not defert the. Church. nor It 


nounce Communion with the Epiſcopal Party, until the tint 
that King James diſcharge ne 4 


d the taking of Oaths, and ſulpent” 
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which enatted them, and then becauſe he waz 
Pteed to return to the Exerciſe of his Miniftry at Aber- 

tho he was allowed to go any where elſe, he became fo- 
11d and offended at the Biſhops, whom he apprehended 
> the Cauſe thereof, that he preſently ſtruck in with the 
byterians, and either to make his Change appear the more 
re, or becauſe he had really alter'd his Judgment and the 
nciples he formerly profels'd, he hath broke of all corre- 
"dence with the Epiſcopal Party, though ſome of them were 
moſt intimate Acquaintance, and as Occaſion offer'd vent- 
himſelf-as bitterly and ſeverely againſt them, as any Pres- 
erian whatſoever. And when he was laſt at Aberdeen, tho 
was kindly and civilly invited by his old Colleagues to 
e their Pulpit, yer he would never preach for them, nor 
nuch as hear them 3 but choſe rather to go preach 1n the 
cting-Houſe, where he exhorted the People to T hankful- 
$ for the deliverance of the Land from Prelacy, and to be 
eſt in their Prayers that it might never return again. In 
| we have an apparent Inſtance, how-great a Temptation 
1to a judicious Man Picque and Intereft and Popularity 
oftentimes prove. At fieſt he pretended that he would 
y attempt to reclaim the deluded People of the Weſt from 
r Errors and Extravagancies, who (he ſaid) had been loſt 
want of good and knowing Miniſters amongſt them ; but 
as plainly foretold by a Perfon of Quality and great Worth, 
t it would appear he could not work upon them, but that 
y would infnare him, and bring him over to all their Foole- 


The fourth and laſt Perſon was one Mr. Hueb Kennedy, who 
ually. called Father Kennedy by the Phanaticks here, and 
others Bitter Beard: he is of a little Stature, but fuch a 
as has made a great Buſtle in his time z he was a Ring- 
vr of the Remonſtrator-Party, and with the Scottiſþ Ar- 
at Newcaſtle, when they delivered up King Charles I. and re- 
ved a part of the Price of his Blood; as is commonly re- 
ted ſix thouſand Marks. In the Year 1660 he was depo- 
dy a Synod of Presbyterians for ſeveral Crimes z eſpecial- 


ly 
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iy for being a Firebrand among his Brethren, and for a} 
entituled The Cauſes of Gods Wrath apon, Scotland, which gg 
tence of Depolition was never taken off, till the laſt day by 
one of this Atlembly, as you ſhall hear afterwards, 

Thefe were the four Perſons nominated to preſide inthe xt 
ſcmbly ; when it came to the Vote, Mr. Gilbert Rul: had fo 
or five; Mr. Ceo, Me/drum one; Mr. George Campbel fory 
eight; but the molt were in favour of Mr. Hugh Kenny, 
and fo the Chair was afſlign'd to him, who came thort of th 
reſt in Learning, yet ſurpatſed them in Subtilty and Mali 
Having chuſen a Moderator, the next thing requiſite wa} 
Cleik, they appointed Mr. John Spalding, who had been Clet 
to the General Meeting, to afficiate in the interim till t 
ſhould chuſe one, but he continued all the time of the Aſer 
bly, for there were fo many Competitors for the Clerkſhi 

- and each of them had ſuch Interelt by their Friends in the! 
ſembly, that they durlt never put it to the hazard ot'a Vots 
for fear of dividing the Atlembly ; the Competitors were: 
we heard, Motor, Corſrigge, two Lords of the Sc{liyj 
Park Hay, the famous Fames Stewart, and one Kerr. 

In this Aſſembly there was an hundred and eighty Perlon 
Clergy and Laity, There were. no Commiſſoners from it 
Shires of Angus, Merns, Aberdeeri, or any of the more Ni 
thern Parts of the Kingdom ; and even ſeveral Places oat 
North fide of 7ay had none; only here and there 1n a Corn, 
where the Presbyterians had ſeated themſelves, and aſſunt 
the name of a Presbytery, there were one or two choſen and 
Commiſhionated to repreſent them in the Aſſembly. Nott 
of the Univerſities dr-ColJeges had any Repreſentatives the 
ſave that of Edinburg h;'whom Mr. Gilbert Rule repreſent 
ſo that this was no more a General Allembly of the Chard 
of Scotland, than that of Trent can be called a General Colt 
cil of the Catholick Church-z nor did any. other Spirit rulel 
the One than what prevailed-ifn the other, I mean a Spirit 
Faction, Intereſt and Prejudice, as will appear by the Cob 
fideration of their Froceedings, though there were Pray 


noupgh put up for an Irit, if 1 dilpo 
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\« Presbyterians of Scotland have always conteſted with 
ns op Power of calling, adjourning and diſſolving A;- 
lier, They pretend to an intrinfick Power in themſelves 
this matter, to which (as Mr. Rule ſays in his Repreſenta- | 
n, &c.) that of the Magiſtrate 1s cumulative, and not prt- 
ive, The adjuſting of this Matter therefore was the firſt 
fficulty brought before the Moderator, and no ſmall Tryal 
his Skill; for as in the one hand they had all the Reaſons 
he World to complement and gratify the King ; ſo on the 
er it is well known the Presbyterians are very tenacious 
heir pretended Rights, and very jealous of Encroachments 
n them, which makes them cautious of giving Precedents. 
w this Difficulty he reſolved thus, he ſuffered the Com- 
joner to appoint the time of their Meeting, and without 
ing notice of what the Commiſhoner had done, he himſelf 
purned them to the ſame time 3 ſometimes alſo to comple- 
nt the Commiſtioner be would ſo cunniffgly ſmooth the 
neſs, as when he had reſolved upon the time of their Meet- 
, he would firſt ack the Commiſſioner 1f his Grace could 
nd them at ſach a time, and then adjourn to the ſaid time ; 
they always agreed about the time of their Meetings, and 
this means the Debate betwixt them and the King was wa- 
I, and never decided, There happened a pleaſant Paſſage 
this Purpoſe, which I muſt not omit 3 Mr. Gabr. Curnine- 
e preliding one day in the abſence of the ordinary Mode. 
Ir, he asked the Commiſſioner what ſhould be the nexc 
of their Meeting 3 but whether-it was out of Forgetfulneſs 
t he did fo or not, he corre&ted himſelf in his Prayer. For 
gan with an acknowledgment of Chriſt Feſus being ſupreme 
8a and Governour of the Church, and then ſaid theſe Words, 
 kroweſt, O Lord, that when we own any other, it is only 

Decency ſake. 
Lhe next day they met, and only heard: the King's Letter 
Z, and appointed ſome Perſons to draw up an Anſwer. We 
xred to have ſeen both in Print, as is uſual, but neither 
hem has been- as yet publiſhed, becauſe, as is ſuppoſed, 
ie Was ſomething in the King's Letter a !ittle checking, 
which 


(24) 

which they would not have every one to know, viz, 71 

ke favoured their Government, becauſe he was made to unterſyy 
it was moſt agreeable to the Inclinations of the People; thay 
would have them very moderate in their Proceedings, a+d dy, 
thing wbich might diſpleaſe their neighbour Church : This 1g 
did not go down well with them, for it troubled then y 
be made in any ways accountable to a Church, which iny 
their Diſcourſes they exclaimed againſt as ſuper/{iticns and jd 
latrous, and into which they are _— to introduce thi 
glorious Reformation. Neither was the firſt very accept 

for if the Inclinations of the People were the Motive of 
ting up Presbyterian Government, when it ſhould ( asity 
ealily might) be repreſented, that the Inclinations of the Þ; 

ple were againſt Presbytery, and the Spirit and ractice Pofy 
preſent Presbyterians, his Majeſty might be moved to ren 

this, and ſet upenother Government. Therefore 1n their / 

{wer they aſſerted that their Government was not only ſut 
able to the Inclinations of the People, but alſo molt agreed 

to the Word of God, and that this might not be looked up 
mexely as the Flouriſh of an Epiltle, they deſign'd to back 
with the Authority of an A& 3 which ſhould declare tha 
Government both of Divine Right, and alſo thetrue LegalG 
vernment of this Church, which they pretended had nent 
ſuffered any Alteration, except in time of Uſurpation, Tyr 

ny and great Oppreſhon. But the Commiſſioner apprehenb 
ing the Conſequences of ſuch an At, thought it not fit 
ler the ſame pals, without Advice from Court 3 and therefar 
delired a Copy of it to ſend to the King bis Maſter, whot 
ſeems did not approve of it: For it never more appeared bt 
at which the Brethren have not a little murmured. And 

it had paſſed, as it would not have contribuced much toll 
Eſtabliſhment of their Government, it being the Att of ſol6 
confiderable an Aſſembly; fo it would only have diſcovert 
their Ignorance, Falſhood and Impudence: For it 1s clear fro 
our Hiſtories (as was declared in a late Diſcourſe) that Pref 
bytery heretofore was never ſetled but in times of Rebel 
and what Enemies our Scottiſh Presbyterians have been =P 
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Kings, and how much.they were wont to encourage Re- 
lion King James VI. has from his Experience fully and platc- 
Jeclared, in his Baſilicon Doron, where he cautions his Son 
:nſt them as the moſt barbarous, creacherous and perfidt- 
fort of People, who are leſs to be truſted than the thieving 
derers, or the wildeſt uncivilized Highlanders. The Argu- 
nt alſo, which Sir James Montgomery of Skhelmorly uſed for 
bytery in the Parliament, ſhews how much it favours Mo- 
y and Kingly Power, which was this, That it was the 
ples only Security againſt the Encroachment of Kings, and 
zoper Curb to reſtrain their Infolence and Extravagancy 
dindeed when they are encouraged, they fo reſtrain them 
to make them ſignify nothing, as appears by their Behavi- 
to King James VI. before he went to England, and what 
7 did to King Charles I whom they perſecuted and 
ned to Death. As to the Moderation which his Maje- 
required of them , they promiſed with 2 ſolemn Atteſia- 
, that they would ſhew all the Moderation that his Majeſty 
d expe#; which when conſidered was not a very great 
ligation on them ; for if the King underſtand them aright, 
ExpeCtation will be very ſmall, Moderation being very 

ly to be found among Presbyterians. 
t being an old Cuſtom of general Aſſemblies to eaſe the 
liſters of the Place where they meet from preaching, they 
tered this day who ſhould preach the following Sunday, 
| when they were appointing Preachers for the ret of the 
urches and Meeting- Houſes in Edinburgh, one + | 
dd up, and (aid ; It was fit to ſend Miniſters to TO 
Conformilts Kirks too : But the Moderator perceiving 
Commiſſioner diſpleaſed at the Propoſal, replyed ; That 
ſought none of their Help, end they ſhould get as little. The 
that preached in the High Church before the Commilli- 
r, was Mr, Geo, Meldruzs, whoſe Text was Philip. 4. Vec. 
he Sermon' was framed to pleaſe the various Humours 
en, and to recommend himſelf to Perſons of different 
"Pcrs, for the general Drift of it ſeemed to be for Mode- 
w, Which both the Court and all good diſcreet People 
D called 
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called for ; yet he caution'd it with ſuch Reſtriftions andy, 
ceptions as that he might juſtifre himſelf with the more 6, 
gid, and prevent their falouſics and ſuſpicions of him; 4 
who preached the Sanday following (1f my Memory tail Not 
was one Hamilton, who was ſomewhat ſingular in hisreckgy, 
ing the Years during which we of this Nation have been & 
prived of the Goſpel; for whereas the reſt of the Presbyt, 
rians reckon but 28, viz. from the Reſtauration of the Roxi 
Family and Epiſcopacy, he ran ten. Years farther backwal, 
and made it 38. leaving People to gueſs his reaſon, anl 
when the Matter was enquired into, it was found that 
dated the want of the Golpel from the Year 1652, becau 
ſinge that time they never had a General Allembly, and tha 
too they were not ſuffered to fit, for the Engliſh Governg 
here raiſed them, becauſe they had no Warrant from Crown 
and carried them out ſurrounded with Guards to Brisfilk 
Links, where he diſmiſſed them with a ſevere threatening 
if any three of them ſhould be found together. It would 
tedious to give you a particular account of all the Sermay 
which were preached here in the time of the Aſſembly, bu 
in general I aſfure you they were very nauſcating to all r 
tional Perſons, for except one or two preached by Mr. (# 
fairs and Mr. Robere Wyllie, they were either milcrably fl 
and dull, or elfe full of bitter Zeal againſt the Epiſcopal Party 
Inſtead of the DoQtrins and Duties of Chriſtianity, the &# 
cellency and divine Inſtitution of their Government wx tle 
ſubject of their Diſcourſes, and when they happened onf 
neceſſary or weighty Point of Religion, they treated thenl 
ſuch a manner, as if they had deſign'd to burleſque Relig 
and render it ridiculous, which gave a great advantaZ il 
atherſtical and profane Men : So it is obſerved that Rely 
doth ſuffer more now by the ſetting up of the Presbyter 
than it did or was like to have ſuffer'd in this Nation by 
attempts of the Jeſuits and other Papilts a little while ago3 
then it fell out that People ſearch'd and conſidered the Po 
of their Religion, and they that were ignorant of theT 


or dif-believed it, came to underſtand it, and to wy 
vil 
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"ced of it, and were reſolved to be ſtedfaſt in the detence of 
whereas now the Conteſt being about Forms ot Government, 
id Diſcipline, which generally People look upon as mat- 
rs of le{ſer moment, all enquiry into the important Points 
laid aſide, and ſeeing there is ſuch Hypocrifte and Igno- 
nce among theſe very Men who ſet up themſc]ves for the 
culiar People of God , and that they who would be 
zought as it were inſpired, or at leaſt of all others moſt aQ- 
1 by the Spirit of God, are guilty of bale and unworthy 
ations; this tempts People to think all Religion a ſham and 
eat. 
On Monday the twenty fifth they met at eight a Clock 
the Morning for Prayer only. Some (ay eight, others ten, 
1d ſome that eleven prayed ſucceſſively: One told me he 
yed till five of them prayed, however they continued to 
y from eight to twelye. The Moderator began, and when 
ended he named the perſan who ſhould pray next, and e- 
ery one did the like till Dinner time. Among others wha 
ere deſired to pray there was an old Man who at firſt declin- 
d it, pretending a badily indiſpoſition, but when it was voted 
ſhould pray, he fell toit, and prayed longer a great deal 
Jan any of the reſt, This Exerciſe of long and continued 
tayer was ſo unuſual, that it became preſently the talk of the 
own, and people had different Sentiments about ir, and put 
arious Conſtruttions upan it : Some ſaid they were prattiling 
ſhat our Lord condemned, S. Matth. 6. conſidering that 
o rages Snerely are but Bebjag _ yain Repetitions. 
at they were imitating the * Popiſh , : 
laſſes. Some dreaded the e of eſo which -&ir 1+ ph 
ayers when they called to mjnd che cuſtom Morning one after 
their Predecellors, who uſed to uſher in ©" 
we Villany by F {ting and ſuch ſolemn Prayers, as 7 acits re- 
orts of Nero, that when he ſolemnly conlulzed the Gods, it 
43 2 certain ga that he intended ſome cruel and bloody En- 
Prize: But the more probable ſceerned to be that this was to 
ay themle]yes, if poſſible, into a moderate Temper, as the 
gs Letter required, or $0 vindionte their want of it, as be- 
D 2 | ing 
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ing more agreeable to the mind of God, ſeeing it was deny 
them after ſo many Prayers. To this purpole one of them hid} 
very remai kable Expreſſion in his Prayer 3 for, having in, 
pliance with the reſt put up ſome petitions for Moderation, x 

laſt he concludes with theſe words, Lu, 0 
* That ss torurnall JT ord ! tobe free, it would be better tomb 
_ - Jrepat C2) aclean * houſe, This Week they appoint 

Committees for the ſeveral Affairs that wer 
before them, which ſat at their own convenience, and nouy ar{ 
then they met in full Aſſembly, but they paſs'd away the tin 
without doing any thing confiderable, fo that ſome beginy 
apply to them, Parturinnt Montes, &c. The Moderator liid th 
blame of it on the ill attendance of the Members of the Af. 
ſ:mbly, and the flow Proceedings of the Committee; by 
the true reaſon was, That they were reſtrained by the inſtry 
&tions ſent from Court, and the fears of encreaſing the 
mours and prejudices of the Country, as alſo they were ſons 
what retarded by the unskilfulneſs of their Brethren in n+ 
naging Afﬀairs of this Nature. The Old Men having for: 
long time been diſuſed, and the Younger Sort wanting expt 
rence; there were beſides ſome liftle differences among ths 
Brethren, tho the Moderator did all he could to imothe 
them; for when there was any appearance of the lealt Ja, 
he referred the matter which was like to occaſion it, back to 
the Committee to be further conſidered, ard then as onal 
ether occaſions in his Prayer he thanked God for the Oven 
that was among them. For they endeavour'd to make ti 
World believe that there was great Harmony in their Aſſn: 
bly which they talked of with a great deal of Fondnels and 
Vanny, eſpecially when the Cameronian Party joyn'd the 
ſelves to them, tho it may be juſtly ſaid that matters we 
rather hudled up betwixt them, than any true Union effi 
ed, and if the cunning of -the Moderator had not preventel 
tt, the Breach was like to have been wider; For the 0 
Perſons that:appear'd for the Cameronians, vis. Mr. Shit, 
and Mr, Linnen gave in two Papers, one of Overtures, 
another defending their Practices as being molt agreeable q 
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tees of the true Presbyterians, and upbraiding the 
i qpeiatien and apoſtatizing from them, which reflected 
| al] that ſat there, and yet they offered in the face of the 
embly to make good and juſtifte the ſame. Ar firlt the 
»derator checkt and rebuk'd them, but perceiving they 
»uld not ſubmit themſelves, they were firſt ſent our, and 
n after ſome time call'd in again, and taken by the hand 
1 deſired to (it down with the relt, without entering up- 
any debate. He told them upon their ſecond appearance, 
at he knew they meaned well, and had done them ſervice, 
] that they did expect good from them, tho at fic(t he ſaid 
y were raſh young Men, who had done much hurt to the 
wurch, The Sunday following both the Cameronians at 
alridge, and the other Brethren in the Pulpits of the 
"wn, preach'd upon this Agreement and Union of the 
rties. The latter gave God thanks for 1t, and the former 
thed themſelves, and declared that thereby they had net 
r condemned their own former Practices, nor-yet ap» 
ved of the Corruptions that were among their Brethren. 
te Cameronians in the Country. having got information of 
$ Union, ſent ſome of their number to the Aſſembly with 
ie Papers, who were. not allowed to come in before the 
zmbly, but ſome of the Brethren were ſent out to confer 
h them, who received their Papers, and giving them fair 
drds, diſmiſſed them. The Papers having never been pub- 

y produc'd, the Contents of them were not known. 
\s to the Aﬀair which came before the Aſſembly, the 
t thing remarkable was the Buſineſs of Mr. Gabrie! Simple 
ch took up ſome days; He had received a Call (as the 
Id is) both from the People of Jedburgh, and alfo from 
e of Killpatrick, and each of them petition'd the Aſſembly 
him, becauſe of Spiritual Sibneſs and Paſtoral Relation 
b they bad to him, At the ſame time there was an Ad; 
s read from no leſs than twelve Pariſhes in Northumber- 
#, 2s Was prerended, deſiring that the ſaid Mr. Gabriel 
ft not be taken from them, he having taken compaſſion on 
when they lay weltering in their Blood, and no Eye to pity 
them, 
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ther, and ſhewing that England was over-cone with pry, 
. and Thorns which would ov:zr-ran Scotland too if Mr. Gihry 

did not weed them ont, that by Mr. Gabriel's care tele Þ, 
riſhes were well provided, which could not be ſo well done þy th 
ordinary Man ; That he had been twenty forr Years aminy thy 
which was ſufficient to found a Paſtoral Relation. Mr. Gili 
Rule ſcconded this Addreſs, and pleaded for thole of Ny 
thamberland, that they might have the benefit of Mr. Gibrid 
alledging, that it was Charity to plant the Goſpel in England 
and be declar'd that he knew not only twelve Pariſlcs, but tht 
for fifty Miles they wanted the Word of God, For (laid y 
betwixt Berwick and New-Caſtle there was leſs pradice þ 
Piety, than amongſt Papiſts, or Heathens, and therefore it 
fit to ſend Miniſters among thew, be concluded his Diſcourſe ths 
That as we ought to plant the Goſpel where-ever we can, [0k 
Presb\terians of England having now a Liberty granted tha 
by King and Parliament they might very well call back ſui 
had been driven in amongft them in time of Perſecution. li 
this laſt the Moderator reply'd, Mr. Gilbert, What if be 
ſhould call zou? And when he anſwer'd, that perhaps he 
ther go, he ſaid to him, Mr. Gilbert, I do not think ju) 
great a Fool. But as to Mr. Gabriel the Moderator andilt 
generality of the Aſſembly were for calling him back to 
land, alledging that Charity began at home, when they bs 
reaſon'da long while upon the Matter too and again, Mr. in 
ton ſtood up and ſaid, What needs this ado ? For he 
heard that Mr. Gabriel durſt not return to Northumberlai 
there being an Order from ſeveral Juſtices of Peace t0# 
prehend him, which Mr. Gabriel confeſs'd to be true. 
decided the matter as to Northumberland, and ſhewed 1 
Mr. Gabriel would have bad bis forc'd return coloured git 
Solemn invitation; and when it came to be conlider'd, 
ther Jedburgh or Killpatrick ſhoufd have him ; he diſco 

ed his own Inclinations before it came to a Vote, telling® 

Kirkpatrick had no Manſe for bim, neither could he 9# 


tain a Horſe at it, when the Votes were a ſtating Mr. G 
Cunningham defired the Modermor to pray for drownin # 


pil 
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e of the Aſſembly. But Mr. Kirktoun anſwered, bat needs 
"this fool Praying, it was not the Cuſtom to pray at every 
vo, ſo they paſt immediately to voting, and the Votes 
jed it for Jebburgh, which no doubt was according to 
- Gabriel's own deſire, 

The next great Affair was the removing Mr. George Camp- 
from being Miniſter at Drumfries to be Profeflor of Di- 
ity at Edinburgh, which was made vacant by the Viſita- 
3 of the College, for that Dr. Strachan could not comply 
h the Terms requir'd in the A of Parliament. The Ma- 
rates of Edinburgh being Patrons of the place gave a Call 
Mr. Cawpbel, which was backed by the earneſt invitation 
ſome others about the Town. He indeed deſerves the 
ce better than any of that Party having qualifications of 
aming and Modeſty beyond what is uſual to be found a- 
opſt them. But as the People of Drumſries were not wil- 
p to part with him, ſo neither was he willing of himſelt 
ſtile at Edinaaygþ in his old decaying Years, eſpecially 
zen he perceivedgFh ſtrong prejudices againſt the Presby- 
lan Party to encreaſe, The matter was referr'd to the Al- 
ably where it was long and hotly debated. The neceſlity 
I importance of training up Youth was alledged for his 
ning to Edinburgh, but he on the other hand ſaid, he was 
re capable of doing good at Dramfries, and had ſtronger 
$ and Obligations to that place, and at laſt added that be 
only bad not the inward call to accept of the Profeſſion of 
tzity, but did fiad in himſelf an inward averſion and 
Wwardnels thereto, which he thought ſhould not be ſlight- 
for there was in it not only a»fpomver m but @fov 7, which 
alion'd the matter of the inward call to be conſidered 
| debated. Mr. Rule ſaid, That it con{iſted in the internal 
lifications for the place, and the outward harmonious Call 
the Church, and that as they were Judges of the firſt, ſo the 
would be knows Ly putting it to a Vote: adding, That the 
rt of God was a harmonious Spirit, and that th: Spirit of the 
iphets was ſubjeF to the Prophets. Mr. Campbel reply'd, 
t be put a wrong Gloſs on the Place, but however 4 

woul 
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would not debate it now. It was referred back to the Con. 
mittee and conſidered again in a full Aſſembly, and at laſtthe 
matter was put to a Vote, having before they colleGted the 
Votes prayed for direction therein, By the Votes it wascy: 
ried that he ſhould come to Edizburgh; tho it was obſerve 
that the more judicious part were againſt his coming, beiny 
prevail'd upon by the weight of his own Arguments. Hoy: 
ever after they had reſolved upon his coming, they alloyel 
him till La»2-:as following to remove himſelf and his Fani 
( as ſome ſay ) as others would have, that he might in thy 
'time bring his mind to cloſe with the Call of the Aſſembl 

becauſe he had ſaid, he would leave the Kingdom rather tha 
obey. 

A day or two after the Deciſion of this buſineſs concerning 
Mr, Campbel,there came a Commiſſion from the Town ot $. 4 
drewsto My Lord Crawford to repreſent them in the Aſlembly 
The Moderator uſher'd it in with a great Commendation dl 
his Lord(hip, and the manifold Obligations which they ha 
to him, and regreted he had not been a Member of their 
ſembly ſooner, and that he had not his Commiſſion fromi 
Presbytery 3 for which, he ſaid, the Presbytery of Coper pit 
ticularly ſhould be rebuked, in that they had neglected bin 
But the reaſon was, ( as I told you before) that it was exped 
ed he ſhould have been Commiſſioner for the King. Wit 
this Commiſſion was read, My Lord Crawford, ( whole )# 
for which was to be ſeen in his Countenance) ſtood up, a 
made a Diſcourſe about the Weight and Importance of tit 
Truſt, and of his Unworthineſs to be a Member of that Vet 
rable Aſſembly, and deſired that they might allow bim i 
favour whuch they had granted to Mr. George Campbel, hid 
was to have till Lamas next to adviſe on it : His Lotdl 
not knowing well what to ſay, but thinking he was obli 
to {zy ſomething, fell on this Impertinencez which moved 
Spicen of the Afﬀembly, and made them ſpoil the oravity 0 
their Meeting: And indeed who could forbear laughing, 
hear one make a (cruple of ating by Commiſſion, wi! 
had made none to a& without one; officioully attendli 
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ral Seſſions of the Aſſembly, and particular Committees, 
] giving his Opinion in all the Matters that came before 
n. And what a ridiculous thing was it, to ask Nine Months 
© to adviſe whether he ſhould be a Member of a Meeting 

ich was to be intirely diſſolved within a fortnight, 
After they had fat ten or twelve days, they received a Pe- 
on from two Perſons, the one was called $::th, the other 
eve, in name of the Town of Dundee. In the Petition, which 
drawn up according to their uſual Canting Stile, they 
oplain'd of their want of the Miniſtry there, and delired that 
xe might be ſent to them to preach the Goſpel; upon this 
Commiſſioner asked if the Epiſcopal Miniſters of that 
ce were legally turned out; and it being replyed that they 
e deprived by the Privy Council a year ago; the Mode- 
Ir was ſuffered to proceed in the bufineſs, who preſled it 
h great Earneſtneſs, telling the Aſſembly, that he knew 
tnot only in Dundee, but that in all Angus the Goſpel was 
preach'd, and that there was no true Miniſter there, tho 
and all the World beſides knew, that except one or two 
urcies all the reſt of that Shire have Miniſters ſetled in them, 
0 daily exerciſe their FunCtions, but indeed they are Epl- 
pal Miniſters z whom neither he, nor others of that party 
Ke any account of, for on all Occaſions they ſo expreſs them- 
es, as if the Goſpel and Miniltry were confin'd to the Pres- 
erian Kirk, But to return to the buſineſs of D.rdee and 
$us, Mr. Audrew Bowie, and one Mr. Rejiel declared to the 
embly, That they had been in that Country already by an Or- 
from the General Meeting, but that they had no incourage- 
t from that People, on the contrary they had met with great 
couragements, and perceived that they were ſo averſe and indif- 
a for receiving the Goſpel, that it was needleſ; to ſend any to 
3 for they would not get an Auditory except in a Kirk, and 
Peo;le would not give thers the Keys of the Kirk doors, nor ad- 
of them except they were compell'd by Antherity. To which 
Moderator replyed, Brethrcn, as you hve made an Offer of 
Goſpel to them in the name of the General Meeting, ſo you 
F ne 
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muſt now co and offer it in the name of the General Afb, , » 
added, That they world recommend the 4 fair to the Prizy (in 
cil, who wen!.! certzinly ſee to tre enconragenent, nd ty! 
the Iieys of jonre (Kirk or other eiven them. As tor Dar, 
which was ſaid to be generally rctractory, the Moderator tak 
They could and would plant Miniſters and Ec:ders theran, 
ther the Town Conncil would or not. Which if it be not anþ 
truſion, let the World judg: When it was deſired thit ſors 
others might be added to theſe two Brethren, \{r. |lilin 
Srence ſometime Miniſter of Glendover was named by fever 
which was oppoſed by others, becauſe the removing ot hig 
would leave the Presbytery of Aughterarder without a £m, 
as I mentioned before 3; however after ſome Debate, it ya 
carried he ſhould go: And other three allo were appointed 
to be in readineſs upon advertiſement of the ſuccels and & 
couragement of theſe Brethren. As for this Mr. V 71142 Spens 
one of the Apoſtles for Angus he ſerved ſome years under Ep 
ſcopacy, but having deſired an Augmentation of his Stipens 
and it being refuſed ; he conceived a Picque at the Billopy 
becauſe they gave him not (as he judged) due Afliſtanceds 
fore the Commiſſion of the Kirk, which he firſt vented by pi 
ling ſevere Refle&tions upon them, and afterwards he grei 
to that height, that he diſperſed Papers beſpattering bol 
them and the Government, aud addreſſed to the Prebyten 
ſor a Reformation : His Fellow Presbyters endeavoured 
reclaim him, and to ſuppreſs his Libels, but their Attemps 
being in vain, the Matter was carried before the Biſhop an 
Synod of Dumblane, who finding him obſtinate depoſed hin 
and afterwards upon his further Contumacy and Dilo 
ence excommunicated him, which Cenſure was never y&* 
ken off, becauſe he never ſhewed any Repentance, nel 
made any Application about it. 

Shortly after the receiving of this Petition from Dunit 
there came a Letter to the Aſſembly from Aberdeen: (uvlc 
bed by ſome Phanaticks there; who, I aſſure you, in th 


Place arencither conſiderable for Number, nor Quality Leif 
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ter was to the ſame purpoſe, deſiring the Aſſembly to 
d] them Miniſters, and complaining that they hai want- 
the Goſpel for T hirty Years. Mr. Georee Meldrum was 
font when this Letter was read, and neither contra- 
ted the Aſſertion nor qualified itz but ſuffered it to pal 
hout any Refleftion or Cenſure. Which filence of his 
s admired by thoſe that knew him, neither could they ex- 
e it, conſidering that he both knew the place parrticular- 
and could not but be convinced that the Goſpel had been 
ached there, in as great Purity as in any place 1n the King- 
m: For not to ſpeak of the preſent Miniſters of that Ci. 
| who have the Approbation of all wiſe and judicious Per- 
s, both for preaching and other Qualifications. Mr, D.- 
| Lyall, now at Montroſe, was a long time Miniſter there, 
d is eſteemed to have a good Talent of popular preaching. 
r, jokn Menzies Profellor of Divinity, who 'was ever 
eemed an eloquent Preacher, as well as a learned Man, 
ntinued in the exerciſe of his Miniſtry there, tl the year 
94. and Mr. Me/drum himſclt was Twenty of theſe years 
iter therealfoz and Dr. Garderz who ſucceeded him muſt 
acknowledged to be both a knowing man and an able 
eacher 3 one who teach:th the truth in ſincerity, without 
Ipect of Perſons. So that Mr. Meldrim's new Intereſt muſt 
ve [trongly perverted his Judgment, or he may be july 
arged with Hypocriſie and Cowardicez ſeeing. for fear of 
Ipieaſing a Party, he would not own the truth on ſo fair an 
calion, The Presbyterians ſpeak much againſt a ſinful (i- 
nice, and certainly ſuch was his at this time. Some alledg- 
i, that the ſending of this Letter was a Device of his own, 
get himſelf ſent back to b:rdeen; for one would have 
ought that the Aſſembly would rather have ſent him than 
Other, becauſe he might be.ſuppoſed to know both th. place 
d the People beſt where he had been ſo long Minitter ; but 
e Allcmbly took: no notice of him, and appointed two to 
d thither to preach the Goſpel, of which one was Mr. Sh7ef 
Cmeronian, So that as Mr. Meldrum: fell off frum the 
E 2 Epiſcopal 
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Epiſcopal Party becauſe he was not permitted to return 1 
his Place at Aberdeen, for the ſame Reaſon he ſhould now @ 


ſert the Presbyterians, ſeeing they would not rcltore hy 
unto it. 


Upon ſome other occaſion 1t was propoſed by the \(g 
derator to ſend ſome other Perſons to make an offer of th 
Goſpel to the reſt of the Northern-Shires ; accorcirg!r an 4 
paſt, appointing ſeveral (I know not the ex3 number) wh 
were commended to the Council for their Viaticm, as th 
Moderator worded it, which Mr. Fraſer of Brae found fail 
with as ſordid, and then he wiſht them to call it Maintenanz 


or Proviſion, or what they pleaſed, for they knew his mean 
ing well enough. 


But that which is moſt remarkable, is, that tn this as wel 
as the two former inſtances, Perſons were commiſſtonated tt 
preach and make an offer of the Goſpcl; for in thele vey 
Terms it was propoſed, ſtated, voted and determined, 
if they were going to convert Pagans and Infidels ; ti 
ſhews their Ignorance and Uncharitableneſs, and is to lomei 
juſt ground (tho there were no other reaſon ) for (cpat 
ting from them, and refuſing Communion with them, b 
cauſe they divide from the Catholick Church in all gs 
they pervert and alter the nature of the Goſpec], and tead 
anothcr Goſpel than what is to be found in Scripture, It 
deed they cannot juſtifie their preſent Proceedings, and # 
this noiſe they make in ſetting up themſelves, unleſs the! 
way ( as they uſe to ſpeak) be of equal importance wit 
the Goſpel ir ſelf; but if the Goſpel be in the Scriptur; 
the Epiſcopal Party have preached 1t more plainly and pure 
ly than they. And if they teach another Goſpel than it 
has been taught by the former, they muſt leave the 
ptures, and with the Papiſts have recourſe to vain and 
certain Traditions, or to the more vain Imaginations ol 


thuſiaſts. 
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fore | relate to you any more of their As, III divert 
with 5n account how the Atſembly dealt with ſuch Mt- 
; as hal appealed to them upon the hope of milder 

nent and greater Juſtice than what had been found in 

articular Presbyteries, [f you had ſeen the laſt Lerter 
ſent to the King, as it was firſt preſented to the Afſem- 

o be approved and ſubſcribed, you would have con- 
d that all Grievances hid been redreſſed, and that the 
opal Clergy had received a reparation of all the Wrongs 
h they had complained of, for the Letter expreſly con- 
i ſo much, but the Libel was ſo groſs that it could not 
tho the Moderator urged it, wherefore the amendmenc 
being referred to Mr. Gilbert Rule and Mr. Robert IWllie, 

made it run thus z That the ſame was recommended to 

ommiſſioners of the Aſſembly, and ſeveral Synods to 

drelled. How true even this is, I cannot tell, time will 
, but ſure I am 'twas not done by the Aſſembly, for 
ſhifted off the examination of theſe Appeals, ſaying it 
injurious to the Presbyteries to queſtion the juſtice and 
ity of their Proceedings, and preſſed that the Complat- 
$ might be referred back to the particular Presbyteries 
Synods from which they had appealed, which was done, 
that was equivalent to the approving all that was done, 
uſe none would condemn their own Proceedings, The 
Ir of Peebles is an evident proof chat the Aſſembly was 
willing to canvaſs the ACtings of any Presbytery, far 
to renverſe their Orders and Sentences. The Duke of 
n:berry being not only Patron, but alſo a very confide- 
Heritor of the Pariſh, was as well as others both in point 

onour and Intereſt concerned to have the matter dil- 
d; and Mr, Knox who was called to be Miniſter there 
ed. Wherefore the Duke recommended the Buſineſs 
great earneſtneſs to the Commiſſioner, that it might be 

git before the Aſſembly, being confident that the Af: 
y would not take upon them to approve the Proceedings 

ac Presbytery, who had governed themſclves neither by 
Reaſon, 
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Reaſon, Juſtice, nor Equity in the Matter; as was maze 
pear in a printed Information which [ hayche 
with ſent yous whereupon the Commillinner jg, 
tcrpoled fo far 23 to get It one day propolce ing 
full Atlembiy ; but when the Clark took up the Prockh y 
read it, there was ſuch murmuring among the Brethra, 
that what he read could neither be heard nor underſtogl 
and ſume two or three whiſpered the Moderator in the Ex: 
fo that before the Clark }ad read fix lines, he ſtood up, an 
addretiing to the Commiſhiorer told his Grace, that it wy 
fit to wave this Affair for the preſent, that the Brethia 
were Cili-lealed that it was brought In fo abruptly betorett 
filemilyv, when it had not been conſidered 1n the Commits 
that they Were 60 ripe enough as yet to take cognizanced 
It, and that there were fcveral particulars in that Ati 
which were not fit to be ſpoken of in publickz to wihicats 
Commiſtoner yielded either out of too much goo Nitun, 
or out of fear that the ſtubborn and forward Men wout 
have battled his Authority it he had offered to oblige the 
to do any thing againſt their will. To fave his Credit! 
yieldirg to the Allembly, he required them peremptoriiyt 
fall upon it at the next meeting; the Moderator promiledl 
but there was never a Syllable more of it, nor it ſcemsdi 
the Commiſſioner think tit to ſtart it again. Before | lean 
this Matter, I muſt tell yoy a remarkable paſſagein Mr./ 
his Anſwer which he publiſh'd to that printed Informatidl 
which I ſpake of before : That whereas it was objeded 1ib 
he had not a popular Call to the Pariſh of Peebles. This, lt 
he, o»ght wot to militate againſt me; for if by ſuch a Call 
meant au unanimous Call of all, or the greateſt part of tt Ph 
riſh ; it can be expeFed Fut in very few places of the Co 
to a Presbyterian Miniſter, and never at all, taith he, to !* hs 
for inthe Pariſh of Peebles. This indeed is a certain Truth 

but it was thought ſtrange to ſee a Presbyterian fo p! 

confeſs ir, ſeeing hitherto they would have the King, 
all the World believe, that both their Perſons and coy 
Hl 
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t were moſt agrecable to the Inclinations of the People. 
Teatch had not his Wits abour him when he let fall this 
Jaration, and it ſeems was more intent upon his own par- 
ar, than the general Intereſt of the Party he belongs to ; 
hereby he gives a Lie unto the Parliament, over-turns the 
nd whereon the Government was built, and plainly in- 
tes that he and his Brethren are, and muſt be Intruders, 
g they cannot have the cail and conſent of the People. 
» want whereof was charged heavily on the Epilcopa! 
roy in the Weſt by Mr. George Meldrum in a Sermon be- 
the Parliament, who thought it ſo heinous a Crime, that 
ſaid, before he obtruded himſelf upon a People againſt their 
will, he would chuſe rather to b:g his Fraught and go to 
erica: It were to be wiſhed that all his Brethren were 
that mind, for then the Nation would bz ſoon rid of 
m; and I aſſure you they might have their Fraught 
hout begging it 3 for both. Gentry and Commons would 
that more chearfully than their Stipends. Now if it was 
rime in the Epiſcopal Clergy to take the Cure of a Pariſh 
out the expreſs formal conſent of the People, what may 
2 thought in a Presbyterian to come in upon a People 
n they expreſly declared and proteſt- againſt him. [I 
dw. no other way of juſtifying this, but by aflerting the 
arine which one of their Laicks raiſed from wer.6. P/al.1 19. 
e he was leturing to the Neighbour-hood, viz. The 
ple of God may fin, but the Wicked muſtnot ſin, and there 
heavy Vengeance waiting them if they do; but we will 

ſe this, and return to the Point we wcre upon. 
he Aſſembly was juſt ſo puzzled with the Appeals of the 
Icopal Clergy, as their Anceſtors the Phariſees were with 
queſtion about Johr's Baptiſm; for on the one ſide they 
ed the Court who deſired and required them to be mo- 
ate, and indeed they perceived that it was their Intereſt 
bis time to make ſome ſhew of Moderation. But on the 
T hand it was againſt their Intereſt to condemn the Pro- 
angs of the Presbyterics, nor could they do it becauſe 
they 
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they were agreeable to che Rules concerted an preſcrby 
by the general Meeting ; ſo following the policy of thePh, 
riſees they waved the dithculty by remuting all to the Cong 
ſ10n and particular Synods. By this means they ({ cured why 
was already done from being renverlt, an:l alto freed th 
Aſſembly from the blame of any Injury or Injuſice dg 
or to be done; for then theſe things might be chirged @ 
particular Perſons, and not on the whole Party. Howe 
they ventured upon three or four Proceſſes, and by ti 
you may gueſs what they would have done with the re 
The firſt was, That of Mr. Lesk Miniſter of T:rreff with 
the Dioceſs of Aberdeen, whoſe Church was claime4 by ( 
Mr. Arthur Mitchell by vertue of that A& of Parlizaa 
which reſtored the old Presbyterians to their Church: vi 
ther they were vacant or poſſeſled by others. Mr, Lett 
made Application to the Council, and thought to jrel 
{pended Mr. Mitchell, as not being comprehended «ithint 
At of Parliament, which only was deſigned in favour 
theſe, who had left their Miniſtry for not complying ' 
Epiſcopacy ; whereas Mr. Mitchell was depoſed, and depiv 
long before that time : But that not taking etfe&, the \iut 
was brought before the Aſſembly, where Mr. Les init 
ed, that Mr. Arthur Mitchell was never legally ſettled Mial 
of Turreff; that about the Year 1655. he was actually 
poſed, and that tho he continued to preach there by 
of a prevailing Fattion of Remonltrators under the U:urps 
he was never look'd upon as Miniſter of the place: ® 
that in the Year 60. the Synod of Aberdecs being treed oft 
force and reſtraint that was formerly upon them, did rl 
the former Sentence of Depoſition. And as for hill 
pleaded that he had been legally ſetled Miniſter accord 
to the Laws of the Land, that he had ſubmitted to i'*f 
ſent Civil Government, which had promiſed protectio0" 
them who did fo; and that the Hzritors, and Peov'e ot 
Pariſh were for his continuance among them, and 31:92 
averſe to Mr. Arthur Mitchell. To prove this laſt, "* ! 
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4 a Declaration and Petition ſubſcribed by the Gentle- 

1 and others of the Pariſh, Mr. Mitchell alledged that 

> or two of the Subſcriptions were not genuine, and there- 

= that the whole ought to be neglcfed as a Forgery. 

r. Leh, replyed, That he laid nor the [trels of this Cauſe 
that Paper, that he only produc'd it as an Adminicle, that 

had not gone about ſeeking Subſcriptions, for he looked 

zon that as below the Character of a Miniſter 3 but that it 
as given him by honeſt Men, and therefore he had reaſon 
believe the Subſcriptions genuine. And if they laid any 

{s an the Inclinations of the People, it a competent time 

re allowed him, he would eaſily prove that they were for 
n; but at preſent it was to be conſidered whether 12 was 
al and rightful Miniſter of that place. After two days de- 
e it came to a Vote; and the Vore was not wh:ther Mr. 

tk or Mr. Mitchell ſhould be continued Miniſter at Tarreff; 
t whether Mr. Mitchell was not rightful Miniſter Ano 1661. 
d only turned out by the unjuſt courſes of the Times, and 
ether he was not now to be looked upon as rightful Mi- 

ter there z which Vote was carried 1n the affirmative, and 
r, Leck being called in, was told that the Aſſembly had de- 
ied him, and ordained Mr. Arthur Mitchell to be Miniſter 
Turreff, He asked the reaſons of their Sentence, which 
re retuſed 3 but what ever might have been pretended, 
true reaſon was, That they were glad of any pretence for 
ting out Epiſcopal Miniſters, who were always 1n their Ser- 
dns and Diſcourſes called the Prieſts of Baal. By virtue of 
at Act of Parliament I juſt now mentioned, all the Churches 
| e taken from the Epiſcopal Miniſters, to which any-Preſ- 
terian had the leaſt pretence, tho the former had comply- 
with the Civil Government, and the other were ſerled 

other places which they were not reſolved to leave, So 
Inſtance, Mr. James Kirkton who hath a Meeting-houſe in 

inburgh, and is called to be one of the Minilters of thar 
y went out to the Pariſh of Martine, where he had been 

nerly Miniſter, and forced away. Mr. Andrew Meldrum ee 

F ent 
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ſ-nt Miniſter without allowing him time to diſpoſe of hy 
Goods; and after he had pertormed this noble anJ heroic 
Exploit, and preached a Sunday or two to get a right ty 
the Stipend, he returned to his Charge at Edinburgh, a 
wrned his back upon that in the Country, as if there hu 
been no more to be feared, ſeeing the Curate was driva 
away. 

The next Appeal which I ſuppoſe was conlidered, wa 
that of Mr. $/cery from the Presbytery of Linl:thoow, he wa 
a Miniſter of the Weſt, who had been rabbl<d out of his on 
Church, and thereafter was deſired by the Minilter ot Fd 
kirk to lerve his Cure during his Sickneſs, which he did; anl 
when that Miniſter died, the Heritors and People of thePz 
riſh upon the experience they had of him, delired that be 
might continue to preach to them, promiſing that wien tit 
Government was ſetled, they would take care to get tim 
legal Title ro the Pariſh : but it being firmly reſolved on ty 
all poflable means to put out and diſable all Epiſcopal Mine 
(ters3 the Presbytery of Linlitheow cauſed the (aid Vir. Si 
to be cited before them, who compeiring, wss interrogated 
by what Authority he preached at Falkirk, and how he cane 
to uſe the Doxology. The laſt, he ſaid, was the cuſtond 
the place, and that he did the firſt at the deſire of tit 
People. The Presbytery not being fatisfied with his At 
{wers to theſe, ard ſome other Queſtions, diſcharged tin 
from preaching there any longer, and declared the Ciurd 
vacant, to which Sentence he refuſed to ſubmit, and a 
pealed ; therefore it was neceſſary to interpoſe the Autho 
rity of the Aſſembly, for diſpoſleſſing him of that Chura 
which was the reaſon why he was call:d upon. When it 
compeired, the Moderator askt him if he acknowledge) i 
Civil Government, and if he would ſubmit to that of 
Church, to both which he anſwered affirmatively ; but vi 
it was askt him if_ he repented of his compliance wita pr 
ſcopacy, he ſaid, If it was a Sin he would repent «6 
His Anſwer did neither pleaſe nor ſatisfie them 3 b : 
p Moc 
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oderator told him it ſeemed he yet doubted whether it 
as a Sin or not. So finding by this and ſome other 
ings, that he was not yet a through Convert, they de- 
ived him of his Church, and diſcharged him the Exer- 


ſe of his Miniſtry. 


A third Perſon brought before the Aſſembly was one 
r. Forſeith Miniſter at St. Nirians, he was accuſed for 
arrying a Man to his firſt Wives Neice, which he con- 
fled before the Aﬀemblyz and alſo that he had been 
formed of the Relation, and diſwaded from doing it by 
te Epiſcopal Clergy, amongſt whom he lived. All his 
xcuſe was, that he was not much himſelf when he did 
, being in great confuſion and conſternation becauſe of 
je Rabble that was then up, and who continually threat- 
d him as they had fallen upon'his Neighbour Miniſters. 
d he further alledged, that it was the only miſcarri- 
ze he could be charged with in thirty five Years Exer- 
e of the Miniſtry, and therefore he deſired the Aſſem- 
y to pardon him, and to reſtore him. This they re- 
ſed, and confirmed the Sentence of his Depoſition, which 
fas very juſt, and the only juſtifiable A& of the Aſſembly 
om 1ts fitting down: to its riſing. 


—— ww 


A tourth Aﬀair which the Afſembly had before them, 
as that of Mr. Joh: Mekenzie at Kirkiiſton. I ſuppoſe 
u have ſeen an' account: of his Proceſs before the Pref. 
tery of Linlithgow, for he carried it up with him to 
don to ſhew it to his Friends there. But in caſe you 
ve not met with him, nor received an account of the 
hole Matter, take it in: ſhort thus. When rabbling was 
attiſed and in faſhion' here, he amongſt many others 
bis Brethren had the Church Doors ſhut againſt him, 
d by this means was hindred from the Exerciſe of his 
iiltry. in that Pariſh-; bur having complyed with the 
il Government, he made an intereſt by his Friends to 
F 2 main» 
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maintain his legal Right and Title to the ſaid Chyrg 
which vexed and pall'd 'the Presbyterians, who by th 
means were kept from fetling a Minilter of their ow 
Perſwaſton there. All endeavours were ule to remone 
him : Firſt, They ſet him upon him 'to dimit voluntariy, 
which he rcfuting, they next threatned to force him ty 
it upon Articles ot Scandal. But his Innocence, aid up 
blameable Converſation being ſuthcient proof againltthat; 
they at laſt purſued him betore the Presbytery ot Lin 
litkgow, upon the pretence of deſerting his People. He 
appeared before them, and defended himlclt, declaring 
he was always ready and willing to exerciſe his Miniltry 
if the Rabble would have ſuffered him, and allowed 
him acceſs to his Church, and therefore the fault di 
not lie at his door. Upon this he was blamed for ip 
ing contemptibly of the Rabble who were ſai to be 
the neceſſary Preliminaries to the Government both of Churt 
ard State, and from that they would have been infer: 
Ing his ſecret diſafteQtion to both. The Presbytery were 
forced to vindicate him from all imputation of Scandia, 
and for a mark of their ſingular and extraordinary {ayour, 
they faid they would give him recommendatory Letter 
to put him in capacity of being ele&ted Miniſter of ano- 
ther Pariſh 3 but ſtill they urg'd his quitting of that 
Kirkliſton: and when he perceived that they had firaly 
refolved to declare his Church vacant to gratifie the Rabble 
and ſome few other unreaſonable Perſons who were di 
latisfied with him, he .appealled from them to the King 
and the next lawfully called general Afembly. This be 
Ing the Tcnor of his Appeal, many of the Aſſembly ſpate 
againſt the receiving or ſuſtaining it, alledging that it 1 
not to them he appealed, tor his expreflion did inp) 
that this Aſſembly was not lawfully called, ſeeing it vi 
called before he appealed, and yet he made no pil 
cular reference to it. Beſides, ſaid they, it's clear be 
means an Epiſcopal Allembly by his appealing to ny 
joyn 
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dy with the Aſſembly; for theſe Epiſcopalians da 
Le the King the Head of the Church, whereas we 
not own any ſuch thing. My Lord Arbruchel deſired 
Aiſembly ro be favourable to him, for he knew him 
be well affc&ted to the Government, and that he had 
ved the King abroad for the ſpace of ſeven Years. To 
ich one replyed, That he was as well paid ſor it s be 
ved bin for Wages, and ſo would he have done the Turk 
They were much irritated by his going to London 
repreſent their Proceedings, and to clamour againſt 
m; Every Man took occaltion to vent his paſſion and. 
ne at him; ſome ſaid he was Scandalous, and called 
1a Drunkard and Swearer; ſome called him one thing, 
ſome another, and one ſaid he ſhuuld be depoſed be- 
ſe he was a proud, (ſtubborn and infulent Fellow. The 
naiſtioner apprehending there would be little Juſtice 
re there was ſo much pique and prejudice, deſired 
Moderator to delay the Afﬀeair, and to allow the young. 
time to appear and anfwer for himſelf : but che Mo- 
ator replied, That it was beſt to proceed now, and 
e for the young Man's Reputation, for if be were 
ent they would be obliged to take notice of ſome: 
mes, and Scandals which now they would paſs over 
out inquiring into them, forgetting- that the Presby. 
had acquitted him of all ſuch Guilt, and that ke 
elf had given him a good Teſtimony when the Afﬀeair 
firſt brought bcfore the Afſembly. The Commiſli- 
(till urging that they would deal tenderly and gent- 
th him; Indeed (replied the Moderator) Tour Grace 
find that we will uſe great tenderneſs towards the Young 
?, and we ſhall be very diſcreet, for we (hall only take his 
k from him, which they did immediately, So rhat you 
a Sample of the Presbyterian Tenderneſs, which I 
ls very near a Kin to the tender Mercics of the. 
ked, which Solomon declareth to be cruel ; for when 
deprive one of his Livelihood and Goud name, ne 

| call 
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call it Tenderneſs; and if it be fo, I pray Gol (ve y 
from their Cruelty. 


Except theſe four, I heard of no other Proceſſes wher, 
m the Epiſcopal Clergy were concerned, that were rey 
ſed and diſcuſſed before the Aſſembly, there were indeed 
one or two more mentioned, by the Intereſt made by th 

| Perſons concerned : || As the Buſineſs of Mr, A 
K., 4 riot in Dalkeith, and Mr. Wood in Dimbar, by 
they with the reſt were referred back to py: 

ticular Synods and Presbyteries. 


All this while the Presbyterians had been intent upn 
the emptying of Churches, now at laſt they began to c 
{ider how Churches ſhould be filled, and Vacancies ſup 
plied. They wanted Labourers for their Harvelt, an 
therefore they firſt paſſed an A&, For calling home (ud 
of their Party as were ſerving in other places broad; 


and appointed the drawing up, and directing of Letts 
for acquainting thoſe in Zolland particularly with ti 
Mind of the Aſſembly and the Neceffity of the Churd: 
ft happened that of theſe who were ſpoken of, one i 
dead, and another detained Priſoner in Dunkirk, Wher 
fore one ſaid at the reading of the Letter, That the # 
ſembly needed the Power of Miracles, for bringing bi 
the one, and that they ought to addreſs to the Fre 
King to obtain the: other, In the next place for the # 
creaſing the number of the Brethren, they appointed ſo 
to ſearch our, and to give in Liſts of ſuch as were though 
fit to be called to the Miniſtry. And indeed they 
come to have enough of them, by the Meaſures and 
thods which they lay down and follow 3 but they ® 
not like to have many learned and knowing men: 
they ſet light of Learning and Knowledg, and do ol 
run it down : Zeal for the Good Canſe is the chicf Qult 
cation, and ſerves inſtead of Learning and other AF 
pliſuo® 
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hments, The Epiſcopal Candidates are thought as 
Hgerous as thoſe who are aftually in Office : Therefore 
end of theſe who have been ſeveral years fitting them- 


Ives for the holy Miniſtry by proper and uſeful] Stu- 


es, they are putting others upon the Deſign who never 
died 3t all, neither have any competent meaſure of 
arning for ir. Brewers and illiterate Tradeſmen are ſct- 
Ig up to be Miniſters, Not to trouble you with 0- 
r Inſtances 3- one Ruſſel a Coalgrieve in Fife is made 
niſter at Kenraway : What Talent of Learning he has 
may eaſily gueſs, when you may underſtand that he 
altogether ignorant of the Latine: When he was paſling 
 Tryals before the Presbytery, they according to their 
ſtom preſcribed him a Latine Exerciſe in ſome Head 
Divinity, which he earneſtly declined; and when they 
duld nzeds keep up the Formality , he complained for 
ging im to pray and preach in an unknown Tongue: 
ving miſerably bungled through the Diſcourſe, when 
came to the Diſputes, Mr. Mitchel at Leſlie propoſed 
Argument by way of Enthyzmrema, and he denyed the 
or, having been at pairs to conn the Terms Major 
d Minor betore he came there, and his Inſtructer ha- 
g forgot to tell him the different ways of Argumen- 
on: Then Mr, Mitchel putting his Terms in the or- 
ary form of an Hypothetick' Syllogiſm, fancying he 
ht underſtand that : When the Syllogiſm was repeat- 
he ſaid to the Proponent explica terminos Minoris , 
cn was Sed verwm privs, Having gotten this Speci- 
h of his Learning, the Presbytery acknowledged that 
indeed wanted Gifts, but he had Grace , and that 
$ ſufficient 3 and therefore they approved of him and 
ved him into the Miniſtry. Mr. Ruſſel hearing that 
was ſo much upbraided with Ignorance, to wipe off 
t Stain, he offered to make ſome Oftentation of 
ming 1 a Sermon, by the Repetition of a Latine Verſe. 
Verſe he choſe was this common one 3 Regis ad 
Exemplum 
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Exemtlum, ©c. But alaſs, the Way he took {0 ſave 


his Reputation ruined it for ever, for he blundered 
it thus, 


Fegos ad Exemplas totis compenitur orbos. 


And as their Clergy are at preſent without Lam 
ing, fo it cannot be expected that their Succelſors (i 
they ſhall have any ) will be any whit better, ; for thy 
have laid our Colleges walt, driven away our leaing 
men, and have rot qualified Perſons of their own pu 
ty to put in their places. The Univerſity of $. Avare 
3s altogether laid walt , there 1s neither Principal ng 
Regent there, and thoſe who have ſucceeded to ti 
Vacancies in the Colleges of Glaſcow and Edinburgh an 
known to be Perſons neither $killed in Books, nor an 
part of good and uſeful Learning : So that they are r8 
capable of direCQting the Studies of the Youth which it: 
fort thither 3 nor 1s it to be ſuppoſed the Youth vil 
much regard their Advices, when. 'tis evident that ti 
chief of them have need to be put back to learn tha 
Grammar. The Narrowneſs of the Presbyterian Spin 
15 an Enemy to Knowledg, and will obſtruct all Lear 
ing 3 for they not only count it Impiety to call th 
commonly received Principles into Queſtion, but alſo thy 
reckon a free and rational Inquiry into the Groumd 
and Reaſons -of them to be very dangerous : They it 
no leſs friends to implicite Faith, than the Church 
Rome, and do not regard the Advice of S. Peter, wii 
1s, That we ſhould be ready always to give an An|avr t 
every man that ashketh a Reaſon of the Hope that is in 
You may eaſily gueſs how ſqueamiſh they are about Poll 
of Divinity , when they make the Carte/ja , and oli 
Syſtems of new Philoſophy to be groſs and damnable i 
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atif Presbrterianiſin prevail, all freedom of Spirit, all 
womens of r:aſon and knowledge will be banin d, 
te world muſt be condemned again to hear both in 
os and Pulpits impertinent chat, a Clutter Clutter of 
I and canting phraſes which cannot be underſtoud. 
rare great enemies to Mr, Gregory the Learned Profc flor 
athematicks in this place, they [cek by all means to curn 
out, and ſay that theſe Sciences are noi only ulelels but 
rous: and indeed they haye reaſon, for they are no 
to ignorance and nonſence their peculiar properties. 
he want of kindneſs to Mir Gregory, and the Mathema- 
is ſomewhat more excuſable in them 3 bur that they 
dlight the knowledge of the Hebrew, and other orten- 
dngues isa little ſtrange, and cannot be juſtified ſeeing 
ght underſtanding cf rheScripture does ſo much depend 
upon. They have thruſt out Mr. Lexander Douglaſs the 
or of theſe Janguages here, who as he wasa perſon of « 
peaceable diſpolition, ſo he was an ornament to the So- 
he lived in by his skill and knowledge 1n theſe matters : 


nnot have a true Succeſſor here, for he hath ſcarce his e- 


In this Kingdom, nor Perhaps are there many in other 
$ who doexceed him in the thing he profeſleth. But per- 
he Jewiſh Synagogue would have been found ſo favour- 
or Epiſcopacie, and therefore it is fit and wiſely done to 
oth Clergy & Laity in ignorance of it. Their kindneſs 
dead is as ſmal as for the living.* they encourage lear- 
doksas little as learned men.The trade of books is fallea 

lince the Presbyterian reign was ſet up, that our Stati- 
arethinking either to quit thetr employments, or to go 
veellewhere, for they have not made the rent of rheir 
theſe two years. The Epiſcopall are not in circum- 
'$ for buying and the other crave no other books then 
00 the Canticles and Revelation, Dickſon and Flutche- 
Jr and Gray, Theſe are their Claſſicall Authors and 
andard of their learning : and'tis from thoſe that they 

e heads of their Sermons, and the inſtructions which 
ender the people. But tho? learning be not the "ne 
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of a Presbyterian, yet they have arrogated to themſelves th 
gift oſpreaching ; they have the name of Powerful $q 
icarching-Preachers: whereas the Epiſcopal! Ni;niftersa 
only named dry moral LeQurers, and uncer chis name{m 
cd and abuſed both in Sermons and prayers. 

So vain were they of this pit of preaching that for ſom 
time we had a new Sermon publiſhed by them cicry week 
they thinking thereby to gain and proſelite the whole natig 
But the Stratageme failed them, nay it prov'd to their pri 
dice ; for thereby peoples curioſity was diverted from hes 
ing them inthe Churches,where they could nut expe otle 
than noiſe and nonſenſe, ſceing there was ſo much bebbk 
wn their printed, & conſequently more deliberate dilcourk 
An acquaintance of yours hath made a rare ColleCtion 
notes ot their Sermons both printed and unprinted.To wi 
{ reter you for inſtances to prove the truth of what I haves 
ſaying: Thelaſt Sermon thit was publiſhed came forth8 
irſt'week of the Aſs. The Authur is one Mr. Fames Ou 
who preached in the mecting houſe at Dambar. It was ax 
mon ad Clerim; preached, as was 1aid, at the depoling alt 
Parſon oi O/4-Hamftocks, which being an extraordinary o 
110N, {ymething betterchen ordinary,was expeQed: buttif 
never apzcareda more lilly and empty diſcourle, nor 5 
poſſible that you can conceive lo meanly of ir, as it deſent 
:f£ was even far below Mr. 4drew Gray's Sermons. The 
Presby terians whole guſt craves no fine things, were aha 
ct it. My Lord Cravfizs 'ro excuſe: it laid rhe blame on 
Printerand complained of him at the Councill-Table, fu# 
{ering to publiſh it without a Licenſe, alledging allo tht 
was without the Authors conſent, andthat the Copy v# 
imperfeQ uncorre& one, which ſome ignorant Or malic 
perſon had taken from the Authors Mouth : But wil® 
Printer was examinedhe produced an Auth« ntick copy 
the Author: himſelf, and declared that he revilcd ht ſet 
as they came from the Preſs, ſo the Printer was trcc of it 
faults that were in it, and they could be only charged 


Clark, who it's believed ſhew'd all the learning and eloquP 
he was Maſter of. ; | 
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it it is fit now We returnto the Aſs. and ive you anac. 
it of what aCts they paſs'd for regulating the diſcipline of 
Church for the future. The frit of this kinde and he 
alſo of any other that paſfed in the Aſs.was an Att again(t 
riages without publick proclamations ; a: alf9 againſt 
orivate adminiſtration of the two Sacraments, Baptiſine 
the Lords Supper. Mr, G/{vere Rite preſs'd chat rhe Sa- 
ament of Bapriiin might not at all be adminiſtred but in 
blick 424 after Sermon, and called the pryyuate adminiſtration 
rt only Superſtitious but allo Sorcerie and Charming, and ſaid 
ther that the ſame was contrary to Scripture 4nd Aztriquity. 
r Kirkton 109k him up briskly and ſaid that was diſpatable, that 
could buckle him, or any man apon that point hut would not debate 
20:7, He added that by their rigorous impoſition of jndifferens 
ngs be had loſ? five men of confiderable nore the laſt week, And 
mluded tho' there were « thouſand a(Fs 104inft it, e would rather 
aptize in private then fer the Children to go to the Carates, 
me Highland Miniſters crave that they might not be ly- 
le to that act becauſe ir was impoſſible to bring all the Chil- 
nof their pariſhes to the Kirks by reaſon of the vaſt di- 
ance ſome of their people lived at from them ; but whether 
jey intend to give a diſpenſation was not expreſſed. The 
oderator to excuſe their own praiſes heretofore ſaid, 
ere wes 4 diſt init ion both of times and places, fory ſaid he, in times 
Perfeention I think an honeſt Anifter riding 03 the way, may go 
fo « mans houſe, Baptize « Bairn and come out 4nd take his horſe 
14/8. Tho' while they were under reſtraint, they made no 
ruple of baptiziag privately the children of thoſe of their 
wn perlwaſion,. yet naw they refuſe to baptize any except 
Lpublick; nor will rhey do it but when there is a Sermon : 
dd they are ſv ſtriQt upon the point that they ſuffer the chil- 
ren todye rather then ſlacken their rigour. In the Country 
de benefit of Baptiſme can be, only had on Sundays becauſe 
en only there js preaching ;' and if Children cannot live ſo 
ng they muſt;take their hazard.of departing without that 
pn and Seal of their Salvation. I know a Pariſh where two 
taree perſons importuned the Miniſter to baptize their 
| G 2 Childrea 
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Childrenpublickly or privately as he plealed: but he Peremp 
rorily refuſed to do it on a week-day, tho' ther why intend 
0 have been preſent ac the baptiſme woult! hai 2 mace 
competent numbec for an ordinary Country S:rmo:, ar 
before Sunday two of the Children dyed : we a9 lately 
this City a more notable inſtance of che ſtift1-1> of their hy 
mour in this particular. A Certain Citizen veligned tohy 
his child baptized on a week day at the ordinary time of 
mon: he with the Goſſips came in time enough to the Clurg, 
but becauſe the child was brought in about the cloſe th 
Sermon, neither Mr. X:»nedy who preached, nor Mr. 
tize the Miniſter of the pariſh could be prevailed withtos 
miniſter the Sacrament to the Infant, but they cauted it tok 
carried home again without baptiſm. The people gene: 
take this very ill, and are very much diſpleaſed with th 
Presbyterian Miniſters on this account. Wheretore to ſult 
iy themſelves, they frequently preach againſt the neceſſity 
Baptiſin, and to talk of it as if it were an ordinance netiit 
neceſſary nor much to be regarded,and do account the elteet 
and value which is ordinarily put upon it, and carnelt del 
the people have after it, to be the dregs and reliques of Po 
among us. When a child was brought to Mr. Kjritcs hetol 
occaſion ta ſhew the Superſtition of that Ceremony, andlal 
r0 the People, you think iz neceſſary to have your Childre 
Baptized, bur [ tell you ({aid h2 ) I know a good Godly Mit 
ter who lived till he was fourſcore that was never Baptizdl 
all tus lifs time. 

| In thenext place, they renewed an A of a Generall 4 
tembly appointing Pedagogues, Chaplains, Preachers, ant 
Students to take and ſubſcribe the Confeſ(15n of faith ; an 
further they Commiſſionated ſome to draw vp a liſt ofa 
theſe aQts of Aſlemblies which were fit to to be obſerved a 
put in uſe, wherein they acted'very,cunningly, for tho th 
well known thar they receive all teas of Aﬀemblies® 
they were. Scripture, and.pay no leſs retard to them; je! ir 
cauſe ſome of theſe 4ncroach. upon the power of the © 


Magiſtrate , Therefore to prevent the Jealouſies of the bo 
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would not make a generall AQ ratifying and approving 
m in Camulo, nor yet would they condemn or cenfure any 
kem. But they enforced ſuch as were proper and ſuitable 
he preſi nt {tace of Fairs, and waved the declaration of 
ir ſenciments concerning the reit. 

ourthly, becauſe the Aſs. could not fit ſo long as was 
efary to determine all particulars and to give rules and 
ſures for the letling of the Church in this junQure, nor 
$it fit it ſhould do it ; Therefore they reſolved to chulc 
ommittcee who might ſit after the difſolution of the Als . 
joſhould have full and Supream Power to AQt in all things 
ticlated to the Church. It's ſaid, that this overture was 
made by the Moderate men, who thought by this means 
reduce afairs toa better temper then the Aſs. was like to 
» by reaſon of the many rigid and indiſcrcet men who 
re in it. Theretore ſix were propoled to be a part of this 
mmittee, and to name the other Perſons of whom the 
mmittee ſhould conlitt, Four of theſe ſix went under the 
aratter of Moderate men, the other two were: of another 
nper, and were joyned to them on purpole to prevent 
pitton: But the High flown Brethren ſoon ſmell'd out 
deſizn, and therefore they firſt Voted two more of their 
1n ſide, and becauſe that only putthem in £quilibrio, they 
un got tour more tobe added, ſo that they were double 
numer of the other, and by this means the Committee 
ited molt part of the trifteſt and moſt rigid Presbyte- 
ns, 1 heir Names are as follow, 


For the South. 
PR Miniſters. - | 

] ohy Veith William Erskhine © George Campbell © 

- Simple William Heir Tames Lawrce 

v1vert Rue Alex. Pitcairn Archibald Hamiltos 

f 47s Airkion M. Richard Hewiſon M, Patrick, Peacock 

4 we Spaliing Tames Peitch Rob. Duncauſon 

# acl Bruce Patrick Simpſon John Balandine 

uw, Cunnghame Mathew Crawford William Ker 

Patrick 


"Patrick /enrer 


Net Gitlefi 
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Hill 411 Viny 


| M. Fohbn HutchiſonM. Andrew Morton M. David 311 


William Eccles 


- Earle of Cranford 
Earle Sutherland 
Viſc, of Arburthaet 
La. Haller aip 

. Lazrd of Ormeſione 


 Fobn Law 
Hugh Kennedy 


M. Wil. Crighton M. Fames Frazer 
Geo. Melarum 
Eaward Jenuſon 


Fohy Anderſon 
Alex. Forbes 


Za. Ardbruchill 


Green know 


Thomas Farreſter 


Samuel {\'airg 
Elders. 

Sir Fob Hal Coltnefi 

Sir James Riddel Gluracyſtog 
Balife Muir Lairds Zammington [ 
Balife Macklarg TFohn Muir prov 
George Stirling Hamilton of 6 

For the North. 

Miniſters. 

William Leogct 


Fames Rymy 
Robert Rule 


Thomas Rmſy 

MI. Robert Toung 

William Mat 
Anarew Bucy 
Elders. 

Nauzbton 
HMepgans 


Terchatt 


Afterwards it being repreſented that the Viſitors far! 
North were too few, there were added theſe following 
' Miniſters. 

Hugh Azderſon 

James Urquhart Hill-am Machay 

M. Alex. Dumber M. Halter Denune 


Fames Stewart 


Alex. Frazer 
Thomas Elog 


Brodie 
COrant 
Grange Dunber 
Eight 


Colloden 
Dalfotly 

Parkhay 
Sir Fohn Monro 


Arthar Mitch 
William Ranjq 
M. Francis Melvil 


Geo. Meldrum at Glaſſe Fohn / {acemll 


Elders. 
Sir George Monrot 
Sir David Frazer 
M. Johz Campbell of My 


 "Fhis Committee was appointed to- keep quarter!y Sell 
2. ON the third Wedneſday of Jaezuary,' and the third 


neſas 


y of Aprit,and to appoint. afrerwards their meeti"f 


often as they ſhall think fit. ' That a Q#0rwm {hould x 


Miniſters and five ruling-Elders, and they were allow 
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heir own Moderator, and Clerk, The InſtruQtions 
þd for them by the Commitree for overtures, were 
v1 and d:bated on Thaeſday before the Als. roſe, but 
ere no: agreed to till the T weſaay thereafter. On Munaay 
ere rea4 with ſome alterations : but Mr. A:rkton anda 

ny more adhercd ro the exceptions which they 
at the firſt Reading, and faid, that the Alterations were 
nfiderable. He alledged allo, that what was rhen read. 
ot 2a true Copy of that which the Committee had 
| to, and offercd to the Moderator a true double 
but the Moderator refuſed it, ſaying, he knew 
pofthe matter : and becauſe the Als. was not liketo 
0an agreement at that time, therefore the matter was 
d back ag1in torhe Committte, and all who had any 
ofay about it were appointed to attend themgThe next 
yas brought back againto the Af. and concluced ; Mr. 
pad ſome others who preſ$'d alrerations being abſent. 
$f; your,and my own cariofity I uſed means to procure 


þ ofthe inſtruRXions, and got them with ſome difficul- 
ch I here fer down. 


trations for the Committee or Commiſſion of the Kirk. 


t, they are to take into their Cognizance all references 
pcais not diſcuſs'd in the Aſſembly and ſuch matters 
ed:en ited bzfore the Aſs. and referred to them, and 
uis and determine the ſamine. | 
NnG'y,.they are togive their advice to all Synods and 
ſreries When required, and tho? not required, yet upon 
aion ot any irregularity or precipitancy of proceed- 
| Presbyteries they arc tointerpoſe their advice for fiſt- 
rocell:51ill the next Synod or Aſs. ' | 
"Nils 24. Article was read, ſome asked if the Commil- 
1 power tocall before themſelves any buline(s, and ro 
- '1'NC out of the hands of Presbyteries. To which 
ddzrator anſwered, no; but they areonly to give their 
404 ſaid he, I thinks no Presbytery will refuſe ir, 
which 
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- wibich it they doit muſt be Cum prricnlo, and the Chih 
S:orlayd will be tree from any imputation of their a( 

Thirdly, they are to have power to vi!it al; 
Presbyteries as well Presbyterian as others. 

Fourthly, they are to purge out of the Church 4!i wha 
on due tryall [Fall be tound inſufficient, Scandalous, En 
ous or ſupinely negligent. 

. It was moved that the words /upinely »eglizer: might 
left out, but the ſame was refuſed. 

Fitthly, they are to be careful! that none bc cit 
them to Miniſterial Communion,or tv a ſhare in thc Gor 
ment, but ſuch as upon due trya!l (tor which che viſion! 
take a competent time ) ſhall be found to be Or:h0coxint 
dottrine, of competent abilities, having a picus, Godly 
peaceable Converſation as becometh a Nliunifte: it ihe 
pel, of an Edityinggift,and whom the Commiſſion ſhall 
grouud to believe will be fauhfull ro Gcd and th. Cart 
ment, and diligent in the diſcharge of their Miniſteriald 
and that all who ſhall be admitted to the Miniſtry or 1b 
received intoa ſhare of the Covernment ſhall be obligdl 
own and ſubſcribe the Confeſſion of Faith, and to pm 
their ſubmiſſion and willingneſs to joyn and concur witht 
Presbyterian Church-Governmenr. 4 

At firſt it was Presbyterian communion, and only fail 
to the Government. Mr. Kzrkton ſaid that this Articie\ 
matter of very great conſcequence,and deſired it migi:tx% 
conlidered, for in hoc vertitur fortuna Scotia, and compl 
that there was not one word of the Scandal of contoml 
which he ſaid was the greateſt of all Scandals. Nr. Ii 
Braepropoled thatthe clauſe of repentance might be 101 
The Moderator anſwered, that in effec it was there 211th 
if they look't upon the Commiſſioners as diſcreet and | 
cious menz for ſo ({aid hezthey will admit none with 
penrance, for without that they cannot have ground 0 
L:eve that ever they will be faithfull ro che Governmwel 
Kirkton replyed, that they could never be ſure ol Epile 
Miniſters, for many of them ( fays he ) has changed 


(ily, 
"+1 Niters 
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imes already, and they will do it at every turn : Mr. William 
ored that they might be obliged to declare that theylhould 
ber by advice nor any other way endeavour the alteration 
he Presbyterian Government. _ IS, ; 
ixthly, that they be very Cautious in receiving In Informati- 
and forming Libels againſt the late Confcrmilts, a nd prefent 
mints, and that they proceed in the matter of cenlure very. 
berately, ſo as that none may have juit cau!c to compa Oi 
r rigidity, yet ſo as to omit NO MUAns of 10{UriNation, a 94 rhat 
| thall not proceed to cenſure buz vpon rele anc Libels and 
ictent probations. | | 
erenthly, that this Commiſſion do not medd!e in publick at- 
Sorin any thing not expretled jn thetr Commilhion, which is 
by declared to be given them tn hunc fincm only &> pro preſents 
| fe ſtatus, ; 1 
vothly, they ſhall be an{werable, and cenſurable by the next 
terall Aſſembly, and [hall continue til the fiſt vi Nov. nexts 
ere be no Generall Als. before that time. 
dy thele Inſtructions it appears that the Committee was main- 
lgned againſt the. Epiicopal Clergy, who as yet kept their 
es becauſe of their compliance with the Civil Government-* 
$byterians can never be brought to have true kindneſs for E- 
opal Miniſters had they never ſo many recommendations for 
T parts, piety, or their Intereſt in the favour of great men. But 
ll occaſions they do draw back from them, and do refuſe to 
ur with them in advancing even the Common ends of Reli- 
Land truth, And at this time they not only had an averſion to 
n on the account of their different principles, but alſo the 
© afraid to receive them into their communion, and efj <6: 4 
e 


P a ſhare of the Government, becau < the Epiſcor&C 
ouble their number, and therefore it waltthoge ous .t 


them, leſt by the plurality of their number on ſome oli 
&y thould forge a change of the Government. They con{id&þ; 
mat the Compliance and ſubmiſfion to Presbyterian Goveft 
which ſuch would give at this rime, would not be free and 
b but only out of a neceſſity to ſerve the preſent Turn till 
ould be better ſtated: Wherefore either to revenge them- 


H {elves 
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as well as of outward behaviour. But how to comps: 
difficulty, for a direQ Act for this would make :'_. 
and ſhew their malice bare-f ac'd, it would enuicl..:: 
and Prejudices of the people, nor could the ſtare in t- it {4 
ro paſs. The only expedient then was, to do it by i «iv indie 
by-blow, by putting lomething to them which they £4 nod 
& by this means render them lyable to their cenlures, or v hich 
they did, would proſtitute their reputation with the prople,&tu 
them odious as men of no Principles, Honeſty,or Sceiltaitnels & 
as they envyed them their reputation and f2vour, ſo they thoy 
if they could bring them to forfeit that, there would be littlet 
nculty 1n turning them out, neither needed they tear the doing 
. it as occaſion offered. It was obſerved t*.at the Falts tormerlya 
pointed went ill away with the Epiſcopal Clergy ; ſome Minitt 
would not obſerve ti:em atall, others would not read the Prod 
mation appointing them, becauſe of ſume inſinuations which 
fletted on Epiſcopacy, and thoſe who complyed with it, andy 
nerelly the people cenſured thoſe who read & obſerved the ſans 
Another faſt therefore more plain and particular then thek 
mer was thought the fitteſt Stratagem for procuring the ruin 
the Epilcopal Clergy. The motion.was no ſooner propoſed th 
entertained, and a Committee appointed for the drawing upti 
reaſons of it, which were publickly read in the Aſſembly \ozm 
11t9. When the Clerk had done, the Moderator ſaid, Pretrenj 
is 4 Szvoury Paper, Indeed it is a moſt Savoury Paper, ana woz11)y U 
heard over azain. After a ſecond reading, Mr Frazer of #13! 25k 
who was to obſerve the ſame, whether Presbyterian Miniſters 
.Curates alſo. Byotber, ſaid the Moderator, ther is not time!) fi 
for we muſt firſt conſtzer the thinp. and conclude that, ard thou We ſ 
confider the perſons who (hall abſerve it. Others {aid, that what 
Erezer had propoſed ought firit to be conſidered. \Vhen tley® 
Tor lometime exerciſed their wit about the reaſons of ihe Falls 
the way of wording it, the Moderator ask'd the Comiſſion 
his Grace had any thing to ſay about it, whoanſweres, 155 7 


To M4 | * 
Fs [ 
” ol 


(59) | 
wre deſired it might be delayed till the next day, which was 
xrdingly done : the next Jay being the 12h. of Nev. the buli- 
of the Faſt was again brought before the Aſs. and the paper 
taining the reaſons of it read with this alteration, that The De- 
wie, Uaths of Allegiance, Supremacy, and T eſt, and ſome ſuch par- 
ars were Left out : It would teem that the Commiſſoners refu- 
to ſuffer it topaſs if thele had been expreſly mentioned: wheres 
to get the Commiſſioner to condelſcend to the thing, they 
1; our the names : Bur he is an ignorant reader, and has little 
lin ipcl!ing who doth not perceive that they are ail couch 'd & 
lied. So this day thereaſons were approved, and anaQ pals'd, 
wirirg all perions throughout the Kingdom whether In Kirks 
ting houſes punQuaily to obſerve the ſame. I ſhould detain 
too long, it I ſhould give you an account of the reaſons here, 
| pals oblervations thereon. I chuſe rather to lend you the pa- 
itſelf that you may {ce 1t and conſider it wh your own eyes 
latthe firſt view of it you may be convinced huw choaking tt 
[ beto the Epiſcopal Clergy,who can neither in credit or con- 
ace oblerve itz nor can any who are lefs intereſſed in the E- 
pal Government go along with ir, unleſs they could be per- 
aded that Epiſcopacy, is not only unlawfull but the cauſe and 
lion of much wickedneſs and impiety, and rhe ſetting ir up is 
apoſtatize from God,& to make DefeQion 'rom the truth. None 
 oblerve this faſt for the reaſons enjoy ned, but at the ſame time 
y muſt condemn the Church of Englind and other Proteſtant 
urches, nay the Catholick Church of Chriſt from the Apoſtles 
$ down to Calvin. The Aſs. underſtood well enough how con- 
rythe deſign and reaſons of this faſt were to the ſentiments of 
le who were commanded to obſcrre it, & that they could not 
P11 without being guilty of the greateſt Hypocriſy and mock- 
of God: and therefore for them, for their own particular ends, 
Fequire men thus to mock God and play the Hypcerite, was a 
1d and moſt unjuſtifiable peice of villany : this ſhews that they 
for ſtrife and eavy, and not to pleaſe God,bu: to enſnare men, 
0 avert the Divine Judgements but that they may have oc- 
p of executing their wrath and malice under the Colour and 
dow of zeal againſt Sin. With the AR of the Als. for the faſt 
H 2 I 
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I have ſent you alſo the a@t of Councill annexing the CirilSng, 
07 to it procured by my Lord Crawford's means: and x4. », 4 
I defireyou to take Notice of the Cloſe of it, where Pax: 
the Obſervatian of the Faſt is Urged out of fear of God) wh, 
and after that is ſubjoyned the higheſt perils from them, whih 
ſome ſaid was like the Proclamations of one Borthr k iometing 
a Baylittin this City, which were wont to be under the pang 
death, and fourty Pound belides. The mentioning of theſe prin 
ted Acts brings to my N.emory a pallage of the Printer; *cmein 
hopes of getting gain thereby Petitioned the AfK. for thecitd 
publiſhing their Acts. Nrs. Azgerfon cilaim'd the priviledge 
veriue ofa gitctrom the King to print ail pubiick Ads and Pro 
mations; and withall ſhe might have deſerved ſuch a favour ir 
them having ever heretofore Favoured tieir Pariy, andailow 
them the uſe of her Prefs tor publiſhing their Pamphlets, and 
ven ſuch as durſt not bs well avowed. Bur cither becariſe th 
would have a Printer of their own di:tinA fromthe kings 
that they would not ſh2w kindneſs to her, who li1d acceſſion 
the guilt of the late Reigns, by printing their ſinfull As 
Proclamations : for one or-both theſe Realons they denies ttt 
the Favour, and b:ſtowed it on George Aofſman who repreſents 


3n his Petition, that he was notonly always a true friend to 10a 


Intereſt. but al{.) a ſufferer tor the Cauſe. And it's true he wast 
ver Whig enough, but what his SuF.rings were it is not vl 
known, lecinghe ever lived peaccably at Edeaburgh, and had the 
:reedome of a g90d trade, where!y he is became Fat every va 
O:her men loſe by their S1fF:rings, but they gain by theirs c:tl 
inthislife. So Mr. Fobaſtondicd two Thouſand pound Steril 
71ch who was not worth forty or ifty pound when he left hi 
charge. Tho' Mrs. Anderſon was repulſed by the Als. vet ſhe wo! 
not give over, but. next tried her Interet with the Council 18 
vt leaft ſhe might have the printing of thoſe Acts which ha the Uk 


SanQion added to them,the; being comprekended within her £if .raxiil 
who thinks all the Acts of the Presbyterians ſhould be like tt ©. 4s oftit 
Medes and Perſians ſtood up for Moſman, others pleaded © © 44 
Tight, it not being in the power of the Conncill, far leſs 67: © ro 
Way their rigat and property or any part of it. Put © ;aarth 


tl 
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» Caſe ſhould be ſtated not betwixt Mrs. Aezaerſon and Aofſman, but 
«the King aud the Aſs. . whether the King ſhould yield to the Afs. 
aſs, tothe King My Lord Crawford thought the firſt no abſurdity, 
E-red to produce inſtances of it in former times. But the reſt of the 
orsthought they were obliged in Civility to preter the King, and 
© Anderſon carticd its 
elicre may have wearied you with the length of my Letter, 
vapardon only to add two or three particulars more, and I 
cloſe, The firſt was, rheir appuinting an anſwer to be made 
printed accounts of the perſecution of the Epaſcopal Cler- 
ithis Kingdom. Art the generall meecing it was laid on Mr. 
wm Who declin'd it. Then it was recommended to Vir. Alex- 
Pitcairine who did nothing in it. He excuſed himſelt before 
A(s.in that he knew not the matters of fa't and the true In- 
tion was not ſent him. The Als. ord:red him again to go on 
1ndappointed Mr Grlvert Rule, and ſome others to aſſiſt him 
work, 10nd required all the members to furniſh them with 
u.tions proper for it. Mr. Mzlarum in a S:rmon before the 
pi:red to | aſtity the barvaricies of the Rab'le, and the 11l u- 
whicttns Epiſcopal Ciergy met with, alledging thar their 
$, vices ana icandals deſerve no better at the peoples hands - 
ynat Juſtification & defence will be made by thoſe who are 
inte! todo it, inname of the Aſs. I do not know, but this I 
Inticen;, that they will never prove any muerial circum: 
ein matter of faſt to be falle. 
Sec2N. particular Tam to mike you acquainted with, is an 
orta'ting oFrhe ſenteace of depoſition which was pronoun- 
gualt lone Miniſters, eſpecially thoſe of the Remonſtrators 
£139 1669. I told you before that it had been propoſed at the 
ral m:c:11g, bat was then laid aſide by.reaſon of the miſtakes 
Fore like toariic among the Brethren about it. Now the Mo- 
"WA was munly concerned in the buſineſs finding him- 
ittle better {tated madean overtureof it tothe Aſs. the day 
 %:llolred: and to obtain it the more ealily, he brought it in 
Sy Vie [Urprize: Brethrep, (aid he, you may remember there were 
me nvppy differences among us, which ſome carried ſohigh as to 
#19 infuct the ſentence of depoſition upon ſome on that account 3 
Wor 
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wow 7 think it fit before we part, that this ſentence be revoked ; tht yy 
are all owe mans bairns, ſo we maybe all alike ſtated. Mr. Gill gu, 
replied, that he judged it better to bury theſe matters in chliriq 
that they could not paſs a generall AQ for reponing thele ng 
without re-examining their proceſſes, which was no warsft;h 
perhaps they would not be found all alike, for ſome might beg 
poled for Scanda]l and other Crimes, and not only for theky 
happy heats and difterences. The Moderator anſwered him,] 
ther there is no need of condeſcending ow particulars, and | ide 
will] be found all alike, and that they are all very honeſt men thit ant 
cerned: So henamed Mr. /Fier and ſome others, and 2mongt 
reſt himſelfin the third perſon, ſaying, 7here is ore fr. Hy 
Kennedy, whom I warrant you key all well encuch. To conciuded 
AXQt paſſed,the ſentence of depoſition lying upon the (e rerions 
made void, and they declared to be true aid lawiu!l Niirilk 
And herein truly the Moderators wit fail'd him, for inſtal 
Tighting himſelt which he deſigned, he raiſed objections pal 
himſelf which otheru iſe would have been torgortten : and byll 
AQ brought an indelible taſh both upon his ow n publick 
ſtry theſe twothree yeare, and alſo upon the preſent Als.inl 
the Moderator and many of its members were both legally 8 
Canonically incapable. Now that they hear t}.is, they pretendi 
the ſentence wastaken off formerly, and that the Als. only nt 
ed and confirmed what was former] y done in theſe mens fayd 
and that.it was uſuall toratify in the firſt General! Aſs. the Ac 
- Inferiour Judicatories. Lut as they cannot inſtance the uh 
the meeting in which theſe perſons were reponed, ſo they If 
had any proper or avowed meeting for ſuch a butineſs till 
dulgence granted by King Fimes: and we never hear:it {0 mu 
as propoſed before in any of theiravowed meetings till che las 
neral cnea; was already declared ; and either the ſentence lj 
upon tFeſe perſons was valid or not: If it was not,then what" 
ed luch.a $ lemn -annulling of ic by an AQ of the Generaliab 
Butitit was valid, then the Af. approved of men who werent 

rumazicus to the diſcipline 8& government of their own Chu 
for they received ſuch to be menibers of the Aſs. and alſo chookd® 
tGang to preſide in it, whatever may be ſaid as to the depoltl 
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men, if it was found expedient that the Aſs. ſhould paſs a verdict of 
had been prudent and proper to have done it before their admilſioa 
vers ; 2nd if the Credit of the Aſs. had been regarded, they would 
Lys choſen a Moderator ag2inſt winm there was ſucha conſiderabie 
)ion : certainly a leſs reaſon may invalidat2 the Authority of the Aſs, 
Fit antawfoll and unworthy to be owned and ſubmitted to. 

elzf particular [ ſhail rrouble you with is about the chooſing Com- 
91crs 12 go from the Aſs. tothe King to make a true repreſentation 
zeir proceedings, to intreat the continuance of his favour, and to vin- 
e themſelves from the aſperſtons of their enemics. 1t's ſaid that Mr. 
airs whom the king had ſent down with letters of inſtruction ro the 
expcRed that they would have honoured him with that truſt, but 
ter it was out of any Jealouſy of his condudt or faichfullneſs, or ifit 
to gratify others who might have had particular deſigns of their own 
paſſed by Mr.C.tr/F4irs, and gave the Employment to Mr. Gilbert Rule 
Mr. David Blit;r, The flr& I have oftea had occaſion to mention, the 
r preached in a meeting -houſe here; keis ſaid to be not ſo courſe bus 
thing better Paliihed chan other common Presbyterians : He ts Son 
Ir. Rcvert Bly \Minilter at St. Andrews, who was famous for many 
vs but e/po21illy his Civility to King Charles the 24. when he made him 
IT at his own houſe. Mr, Blajr when the King came in was ſitting in 
ar, and it f2ems at the time under a bodily infirmity which both kept 
from ring and excuſed it, when Mrs. Blair ran to to fetch a Chair to 
king, he Cuid,.Jfy bearr do rot trouble your ſelf, he is a young manke may 

In one to n;m/elt, : a 
at I com: tothe diſſolution of the Aſſembly, which was talked of 
all days before, and atnally concluded and reſolved upon Nov. 13. 
CE Sedcrunt was in the afternoon, and continue4 till it was night. 
e thzy debateF the calling of another Aſs. and the time of its ſitting 3 
were for one month, ſome. were for another, and there were few 
bs of the year but was favonred by one or other as fitteſt for an Aſs. 
© midz1t of theſe debates among themſelves, the Commiſſioner (whoſe 
£THe7 never {Ong in the affair ) ſtood up and difſolved them in the 
_ 2 oy Tac ſaine Authority called and appointed another to 
bop Lit of Nov. next to come, 1691. The Aﬀembly was Sor- 
\ dr aq but it wonid Teem they thonght not fit to call it in queſti- 
eve ity tudmicred : and all was concluded with a prayer and 
fully 53 Yi Lan Aſſembly: an account whereof IT have given 
ation til y agg. conld : 1 wasnot overhaſty to believe any in- 
| 47a ound 1t confirmed by two or three others : 1f1 be mi- 
me lnall circumſtances, which the beſt Hiſtorians may ny inz 
all - 
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NFORMA TION 


FOR 


THE 


Heritozs, Elders, &c 


© OF IHE 


ARISH of PEEBLES; 


Againſt 
M* WiLLIaM VEATCH. 


HE late Mr, Fobn Hay Miniſter 
| of the Goſpel ar Peebles, be- 
ing by Bodily Pain and Sick- 

nels utrerly diſabled for the 
(ck Exerciſe of his Miniſtry, and ap- 
ending the time of his Departure to 
pproaching ; Out of a deep concern 
1s Flock, after the Example of good 
faithful Paſtors in all Ages, reſolved 
Dok our for a Succeſſor ; And for thar 
, wrote to the Duke of Queencbery, 
nondoubred Patron of the Parifh of 
ter) ro nominate ſome Able and God- 
Imiſter, who might afi:ſt him as a 
per curing his Life, and ro whom he 
nr recommend and leave his Charge 
Is Death. His Grace being well ia- 
ed with ſo Fious a defire, remics the 
ce to himſelf, whereupon he ca'ts 
wyies Mr. Robert Knocks, one of che 
iſters of the City of Glaſgow, who ha- 
z accepted the Call, and to the great 
wort of the Paſtor and People, ſerved 
Cure for ſomerime : The ſick Man 
ts eaondle Fxitin the Lord, (cla- 
{ef m this; That he had not left 
meh 8 Sheep withur a Shepberd ; lms 
after whoſe Deceale, the Heri 
þ {{arrs, and Parochioners,did apply 


themſelves to the Duke's FaQtor, ro Peti- 
tion the Duke then at Landon, and to ac- 
quaint him, that they Unanimouſly defi- 
red Mr. Robert Kmxcks to be their Mini- 
ſter, in place of the deceaſt Mr, Jobn May, 
which accordingly the Duke agreed to, 
and ordered Mr. Knox to continue in the 
Exerciſe of his Miniſtry chere. And there- 
afrer upon the 17th of November 1589, 
being the Lord's Day after Sermons, the 
Seſſion being ſiting, and the Duke's Let- 
rer read ance them, the whole Ferirors 

Elders,and Parochioners then preſenc,did 
U avim-vuſl; and Cheatully receive the 
fad Le::cr and Nomination, and promt- 
ſed to Mr. Knox all the Etcouragement 
tha: could be experien from a Duriful 
Pec ple; And be Sctfibn did order the 
Lairds of Haytuir, 2d Halkſhaw, Willlaws 
Ple::d-rleith. F bn Hope, and Fobn Gevan, 
late Provoſis of Peebles, ro wait upoh 
the Duke at his Return, and give him 
Thanks in all cheir Names for his cate of 
che. After which crime Nr. Rnxx ha- 
ving all the right co be Mitiiſtcr ac Peebles, 
which the tate of the Church could che 
admir of, viz, Dcfigoarion and Ajpaie 
mene ct the Parroh, with che Conſent 
and Concutrence of the Heritors, owed, 

I an 
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and by far the greateſt and moſt ſubſtan- 
tial part of the People, and wanting only 
the formality of an Induttion or Inſticu- 
tion, in regard there was no Legal Eccle- 
ſraftical Fadicatary then in being to con- 
fer it on him, contloued in che free and 
peaceable Exerciſe of his Miniſtry, uncil 
the fixtcenth of February 1650, when 
ſome violent Interruption being offered 
unto him by #Tompany of Unruly Peo- 
ple, avhe was coming to the Church on 
the Lord's Day in the Morning; the He- 
ritors, Elders and People as aforeſaid, 
were 10 much concerned, that by an ex- 
preſs Obligation ſubſcribed under rheir 
Harids, they dedlare their Reſolutton to 
adhere to the ſaid Mr. Knoks as their Mi- 
niſterz And Commiſſioned ſome of their 
Number to purſue that high Rior, before 
the Moſt Honourable Lords of their M- 
jeflties Privy Council 3 Unon whoſe Com- 
plainr and Application, the Lords of 
Council finding Mr. Knox to have good 
Right to ſerve the Cure at the Church ct 
Peebles, did juſtly puniſh the Author of 


the Tumulr, and oblige the Magiſtrates 
of Peebles, to rake ſuch care of the Peace, 
that there mighe be no Interruprion of- 
fered to him tor the Eurure, and there- 
afrer he enjoyed his Miniftry comtor- 
tably and peaceably, until rhe Presbytery 


having as would ſeem by all rheir poſte- 
rior AG, reſolved ro Thruſt him our,and 
obtrude another on the Pariſh, did by 
their AR of the 24th of-Fuly laſt at Kir- 
kurd, wichout ever examining His Righr 
and Title, or giving him any Cicacion, 
Procceding upon a falſe Suppoſicion, as 
if he bed yo eſt, hiſelf wrongouſly of 
rhe Church. required him” to forbear 
' Preaching, till he ſhould be allowed by 
nem. The ExtraQt of which AR, being 
dclivered ro him by the preſent Provoit 
of Peebles moſt unſeaſonably upon the 
Lord's Day thereafter, juſt as he was go- 
ng tro the Pulpit ; he taking ir as the 
AXQt plainly bears, to be only a Tempo- 
rary reſtraint, till ſuch rime as he ſhould 
apply hamſelt'ro the Presbytery for their 
Allowance, did patiently and pleaſantly 
obey ir, raking his ſear among the Au» 


dirors, while the Provoſt fercht a Min, 
ſter from the Meeting- Houſe to Prexchh 
the Church, who after Sermons by a 
Order (as he ſaid) from the Presbytey 
ſurprized the Pariſh, by declaring th 
Church to be vacarit, for the ſupply 
which pretended Vacancy, the (aid Pr. 
bytery ſent Mr. Robert Eltot one of they 
own Number, upon the 24th cf 4u 
being the Lord's Day, to Preach andhe! 
a Meering for the calling of one vr. 15, 
ltam Veatch; Which Meeting being call 
after Sermo the Hericors, &icher 1 
themſelves, [.. their Proxies, togerhy 
with all the ordinacy Elders of thek 
riſh, and rhe generality of the whit 
People, Compeered and Proteſted agai 
the calling of Mr. Veatch, appealingire 
the Pregbytery to the next Provincial, q 
General Ajfembly char ſhould happenn 
be, promiſing to give in the doubles 
their Proteſtation and Appeal, with te 
Reaſons thereof to the Presbytery the hn 
Day of their THeering; whereupon thy 
rook Inſtruments, The ſaid Mr. Riv 
Ellit jn a ſtrange and unbecoming kn | 
Jnd Tranſport, inſolently preſumingn 
rake Inſtruments againft chem in t&e 
Name of jeſus Chriſt, and without ay 
regard to their Proteſtation, he with} 
Afociares proceeded to Nominate 
many pretended Commiſſioners, top 
the next day vich Mr, William Ruſſel vi 
was ſent by the Presbyrery, and in 
Name of the Pariſh of Peebles, to offeti 
prexended Call to the ſaid Mr. Ieatch,e 
mong which Commiſſioners the notors 
ous Villain Beatty, who cccafjoned tit 
former Tumult, was one,who for his 
rid Prophanarion of the Lord's Day, @ 
villanous Attempt chereupou againk i 
Knox, had been lately and deſerved) 
puniſhed by the Privy Courcil, ro wild 
Call,albeir only ſigned by C:rdronng vi 
has but ſmall Incereſt in the Pariſh, a 
two or three mean Hericors who 
bur two Aikers of Ground a piece al 
Mr. Veatch cordially imbracing,came 
preſented ir to 'the Presbytery of Feth 
at and within the Chappel chereot 


the dayof September follovingi.; 
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ich day and place, the Hericors (Fc. 
themſelves and their Proxies, com- 
arcd and gave in their Prote and 
cal in Writing, wichtche moſt grave 
weighty reaſons thereof, viz. That 
Church could not be reputed Tacant,Mr. 
++ who had beſide Poſſeſſion, a good 
hr and Title thereto, and ro whom 
y were firmly reſolved ro adhere,noc 
ing eicher Depoſed, or Deprived, bur 
y Inhibiced for arime, by the AR of 
Presbyrery, and his Right not exa- 
ned, and diſcuſſed eicher by the Preſ- 
ery, or any other competent Tudicatory 3 
I ſuppoſe the Church had been vacant, 
it was notz Yer the ſaid pretended 
Il of Mr. Veatches was ipſo fafio void 
null, in regard of ſeycral effencial 
fets and Informaliries of ir, ſuch as 
Call had nor been made 1na Regular 
y by a publick meeting of Herirors, 
, and Town Council, bur by pri- 
eſubſcriprions, which the Magiſtrates 
Peebles by menaces and promiſes had 
etly colleted from 4 multitude of 
ons legally uncapable of any vore in 
Ele&ion 3 Some of them having no 
reſt ar all in che Pariſh, Thar there 
none of cheElders conſenting there- 

), and of a multicude of confiderable 
itors inthe Pariſh, only ewoor chree 
and obicure ones conſented, All 

h reaſons are more fully expreſt in 
ppeal, whereupon they rook Inſtru- 
ts, bur the whole Presbyrery (excepr 
dd Grave Man who diffented all a+ 
raking no notice thereof, nor to 
ate in the leaſt any Anſwer there- 
ccepred of and ſuſtained the afore- 
rrerended Call, exhibiced unto chem 
vurs of Mr. Veatch, Ordering an 

£ to be ſerv'd for him the nexc 
$Day;z which EdiR being returned 
Preabyrery, upon the 17th of Sep- 

r, and called at the Chappel door, 
ared again the Heritors, El- 
@c.and Declared their Adherence 

lr tormer Proteſtarion and. Appeal, 
the whole Reaſons thereof, and 
Jnung lome more pregnant Reaſons 
0; vit+ That the faid Mr, Veatch 


waz a perſon meterly unknown co them g 
and that rhey ought not to be conſtrained 
with an implicite Faith, to intruft the care 
of their Souls ta a Man of whom they had 
no competent knowledge ; Yea, thar he was 
a Stranger to che Presbytery it felt, and 
that they had never been art the pains co 
hear him Preach ; char chey ughc judge 
of his Qualifications for io cminenc a 
place ; that the liccle Tryal the Pariſh 
had cf' him in two or three Sermons, 
they were in their private Judgement of 
Diſcretion nor well pleaſeil wich his way 
of Preaching, for ſeveral Grave ani 
Weighry Exceptions which they had 
ready to produce, That for the proipe& 
of a more lucrative place, he had by in- 
dire methods got himſelf looſed trom 
ocher Calls, char he might force him(eli 
in upon the Pariſh of Peebles. And finally, 
that the Presbytery had in many inſtances 
behaved themſelves very partially in chis 
whole Afﬀair, for a!l which Reaſons more 


amply enlarged by them at that time, 


and contained in their Inſtruments ; They 
did de novo Proteſt and A againſt a. 
ny furcher Procedure of the Presbytery 
upon the ſaid Edi, giving In a Copy ot 
this their new Appeal, wich the Reaſons 
of it, and raking Inſtruments chereupon, 
1n conrempr of which repeated Appeals, 
with the moſt irrefragable Reaſons chere- 
of; the Presbytery having determined 
betore hand co inſtitute Mr. Veatch 3 and 
for that effe& ingaged Mr. Robert Elliat 
to Preach ar his Inſticurion, proceeded 
the very next day, being the 18th of 
September, aRually to Inſtiture him, in 
moſt Illegal and Diſorderly way, contra- 
ry to an expreſs AR of the General 4/> 
ſembly, holden at Glaſgow, December 17. 
1638, Whereby it is expreſly provided, 
That no perſon be obtruded into any Office in 
the Kirk, contrary to the will of the Congre« 
gation, At which precended Infticucion, 
there were none of the Heritors of any 
worth, or eſteem, nor of the ſtanding 
Elderſhip of che Pariſh, (and excepting | 
the prelent Magiſtrates, ) . none of. che 
ſubſtantial Pariſhioners ; Yea, in propor- 
tion of I Body of the Pariſh, few ac all 
2 ro 
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Acceps ob or tmbrace him ; in fo much 
her it's informed, Me. Er publickly 
expreſſed his grief, That there were {0 
few honeſt Men in the Parith to receive 
their Paſtor. 

In Reſpc& of all which, ard that the 
Heritors conſenting to Mrs. Veatch his 
Call, are bur very few, and againſt feve- 
rals of whom there are Competent and 
Relevant Exceptions; wy. That fome 
of rhem are not Heritors, and others by 
promiſe of caſe ot their Sripends, and 
ſome by Thrcacnings if rhey did not con- 
ſent; And that the Hericors who have 
proteſted againſt the fazd Cal, are noc 
only the moſtconfiderable Heritors, and 
have the moſt conſiderable Intereſt in 
the Pariſh, bur are double the number 
of the other, behde tizxe whole Elderfhip. 
It is therefore hoped, That his Grace, 
His Majeſtic's High Commiſſtoner to the 4ſ- 
ſembly, the Right Reverend Moderator, 
and the Reverend Brethren of the Gene- 


ral Aſſembly of the Kirk ot Scotland now * 


ſitting, May Examine, and take into their 
Grave and Godly Confideratton, the 
whole Progreſs of this Aﬀair, rogether 
with the Pariſhes Protcſtauions and Ap» 
pealy which they. Humbly Crave may 
ickly Read, hoping by their Pious 

Wi to. have their Lawtful Paſtor 
reftored unto them ; And in Order 
ms wes ſuch an 11- 
Incruder, who. upott many Accounts 

has rendered himſelt yafie to. be: cont 
nued in fuch a Charge, particularly, be- 
cauſe being conſcious wo himſelf of the 
weakneſs and: inſufficiency: of his Call, 


partly. by his own. Solicitacions, y 
by acher.undirc& Methods, he in 


finence forme few: Hericors of Note, to 
lign ir after. aw Edit had been ſerved 
rhereupen; Again io. ſhake himſelf Looſe 
from the Calls, which were Referred to 


the Syd of Kalſh, he had pyevailed 
wath fome of his Friends, to R 
tysCall co Peebles, as the cffeft of an im- 
mediace and Extraordinary Providence, 
which they did (offouriſk our in the ſe» 
verak Circumſtances, thae is mighs ap- 
pear equivalent to voice from Heaven, 


which he ought nor to diſobey, 
24 8 can be evinc'd, by yon of as 
Thar tt was Draught andDefign of 
carried on underhand for a conſiderg 
time. And it 15 left to the Aſſemby 
judge what a groſs Hvpacriſie and axe 
of the Sacred Name of Pr1xidence |. vn 
prerend an mmedzare 1.1.7 f G14, tothe 
Cobweb-Plors and Conrrivancesof fnti 
Men ; Sure, for as well as this Provide 
was painted forth to gain this print 
fore the Synod, rhere were ſome of ty 
Mee:ing, who could ſee 1'rrow they 
vity of chac Pretence; A 14 in ſaid 
one Grave and Wiſe Memt}- r, coulda 
ler 4c paſs withour a tare Retieionoay; 
Siklike, upon tl:: day of is adaiſſa 
he was nor afraid pubi:ckly :o take ( 
ro wieneſs, that no proſpett of a gr 
Benefice had induced im to conn 
Peebles, whereas it tran.cends the © 
rehenſions of the moſt vaſt and ex 
ve Charity, to fancy what other mor 
could prevail with him, to reje( Cake 
People thar were Zealous and (inaninas 
for him ; and thruſt himielt in up! 
Pariſh who defired him nor, and ca 
no Spirirual Comfort from his kw 
S And.finally, He has fince cham 
impoſed conditions. ot ad:nirring Ci 
dren ro Baptiſm in that Pariſh, wii 
neicher the Law of the Land, norit 
lare General Meeting of this Chuctll 
warranted him to do 3 whereupcn ie 
ral Perſons. were neceſfitare to rakes 
Children to be Bapriſed by ochers, # 
ſome have taken Infiruments againſt 
And nor a few Infants have been 0a 
rent Danger of Dying witliout 3 
tim, to the great grict of thell 
rents; Among whom were weak 
belonging to. one of the late Magnir 
All which can clearly be proved apt 
him,cogerher wich ſeyeral orher a 
which they have to produce, at 
prove, competent time being allo 
to them for the Ciration of W 
which _y have hitherco fob 
raake uſe of, out of tenderae(s to 
racer, and will always forbear till 
be conſtrained to take this laſ Reanh 


(69) 
-.:« the exact Copy of the Information and Petition given 


in by Mr. Heriot, Miniſter of Dalkeith, in Print, to/ the 
Yrivy Council at Edenburgh. 


INFORMATION 


FOR 


r ALEXANDER HERTOT, Miniſter at 
DALKEFTH. 
Relation to the Libel againſt him, before the Precbytery at Dalkeith, and 


the Sentences thereon. And Peaitions to the Loyds of Their M A- 
FESTIES Privy Comncil, 


Appeal given in by the ſaid Mr. Alexander Heriot #0 the Synod of 
Midlothian, containing 4 ſhort Information of the Progreſs of that 


Proceſs, to that time, is as follows. 


Oderator, Bemg conſciousof my 
Innocence, and finding my ſelf 
dnged, and Injured, T here appeal 
n this Synod, to the firſt General Aſ- 
by, when it ſhall meer; and in the 
an time to their Majeflies ProteFion, 
Juſtice and Relief; And ſince the Law 
dws the Liedges a comperent time to 
in the Reaſons of their appeals, 1 
re Proteſt withinTwenty four hours,to 
e in the Reaſons of rhis my appeal to 
r Clerk; And withall, I proteſt that 
$ be Recorded by him. And upon all 
ke Inſtruments, 


| Reaſons: of Appeal of Mr. Alexander 
lot Miniftee at Dalkeith, fromthe 
Syd of Midlothian, re the next Kawful 
General Aſſembly, And to their | MA4- 
IES ProteZHon for Fuftice, and Re- 

ef m-the mean time. 


hin _ 0 n_—_ gi- 
NIN to the Presbyrery of. Dat- 
againſt the ſaid Mr. Alexander Ferjor, 

Libel bearing ir to be given in in 
Name of the Parochiners, the ſaid 


Mr. Alexander Herivt and Parochiners 
compeered, and craved that his accu- 
fers might be named ro him, and that 
rhey might ſubſcribe their Charge a- 
gainft him; And char in regard that 
the ſaid Herirors and Parochiners did 
not only Viva Voce, but by a Writ un- 
der their Hands Diſclaim and Diſown 
it, except Alexander Calderwerd, and 2 
few others, ex fece pypuli. And albeit 
no Libel ought-ro be admitred withour 
a Purſuer; Yer the Presbyrery refuſed.to 
condeſcend. upon the Ingivers of the Lt- 
bel, or to ordain them co own and ſub- 
ſcribe it, Like as, none had the Confi- 
dence to ownu, except the ſaid Alexander 
Calderwood, who ſat among them as ue of 
the Ruling Elders, and who is notourl 
known to be thE faid Mr. Alexander Hert- 
ot's declared Enemy (alchough withour 
cauſe) and who invented and reported 
moſt falſe Calumnies againft him, of 
which when he was challenged, his an- 
ſwer was, That whether they were truc 
or falſe;he had rhereupan raken rwo hun- 
dred of the Parochiners from his Come 
munign 3 
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munion ; Mr. Herizt declined him as 
Judge in this marrer, wherein he borh 
informed and accuſed 3 which not on- 
ly conſiſted in the knowledge of the 
Presbyrery (who had no other Informa- 
tion but his) but which was likewiſe of- 
fered to be proved by his Oath; yer 
notwithſtanding thereof, againſt all Law, 
Reaſon, and good Order, the Presbyrery 
would not remove him, bur allowed him 
ro fir as one of Mr, Heriot's Judges, and 
appointed him one of the Examinators of 
the Wirnefſes : and he forgetting char 
ſtation, informed and tampered with 
ſome of them, and threatned others, as 
to what they ſhould depone; and the 
Witneſſes being overawed and interrup- 
red in their Examinations, and not allow- 
ed to declare the whole Truth in com- 
plext matters of Fat, whereby the De- 
poſitions may be lame and weak, and car- 
ry a Quite contrary meaning of the 
Truth, of what the Witnefles offered to 
depone ; And ſome of the Witneſſes ha- 
ving defired thatthey might ice and read 
their own Depoſitions before they ſub- 
ſcribed chem, the ſame was abſolutely 
refuſed, wich this Expoſtulation ; What ? 
do you diſtruſt us? and do you queſtion our 
Clerk's honeſty ? And thus they cauſed 
theſe Witnetſes ſubſcribe what was writ- 
ten, ſo that there may be lefr our the 
marerial parts of theirDepoſitions, which 
cleared their Miniſter. And not only 
are there ſeveral Articles of the Libel, 
which are not upon theſe Heads,to which 
the Trial of the Regular Clergy is reſtrift- 
ed by AQ of Parliament, and which 
are 1n themſelves alterius fori, but like- 
wiſe there was an additicnal Libel raiſed 
againſt che ſaid Mr. Alezander, and wich- 
out any Cicaticn giyen to him chereupon, 
or Copy, Sight or Nocice given to him 
thereof; Wirnefſes are examined, than 
all which there can be nothiog in judicial 
Procedures more Partial, Pernicious, and 
Unjuſt. And Mr. Alexander Heriot having 
appealed from the Presbytery to the Ge- 


neral Aﬀlembly, the Presbytery notwith- 
{landing thereof procceded, and found 


the Libel Valid, and Provea. 
therefore, and in regard of po. 
riot's Contumacy (as they termed ly 
Appeal to the General Aſſembly, wig 
ſat in Ofober laſt) they ſuſpended tin 
from che Miniſtry, and referred hinky 
furcher Cenſure tothe General allen 
But the General Afſembly having iow 
no Contumacy in the Appeal, they ref. 
red him back again tothe Synod, an 
now the ſaid Mr, Alexander does agiy 
Appeal from che Synod, and trom ap 
Sencence they ſhall give in this Mare, 
ro the next lawtul General afſemlh, 
and in the mean time, to Their Majeſis 
Protection for Juſtice and Relict, fq 
thir Grounds and Reaſons, | 

Firſt, There being a Petition giveny 
by the Hericors and Parociiiners of Ds 
keith to the Synod, atreſting, the 4 
Mr. Alexander his Faithtulnels in they 
niſtry, and his Innocency as to the thuy 
Libelled againſt him; and craving, tix 
according to the Aﬀt of Par/tament, th 
Lepoſitions of the Wirnetſes might i 
made patent, that they might 5 thebw 
rer Redargued ; yer the Synod ſuffer 
not the ſa1d Peticion to be read, 

| Secondly, The ſaid Mr. Alexander i 
ving repreſented to the Synod the tots 
ſaid Procedure of the Presbyrery agar 
him,and having craved that the Depoiite 
ons of the Wirneſſes,might be read xta 
him, and that he might have a Copy 
the Aditional Libel, which he had next 
ſeen; and that conform to the alts 
Parliament, the Depoſicions ot che Wis 
neſles might be mace patent to him, 
the end that he mighc have a Copy thete 
of, to che effe& he might the beter 
clear hinvelt, from any ching chat ni 
ſeem to be deponed againſt him; xt 
notwithſtanding thereot, (and concrar 
co Law) the ſame was allo retuſed byte 
Synod, and undoubcedly for tis Realaa, 
Thar the Probation was weak, and might 
Rot abide the Light nor Trial, tor V4" 
tas wn querit Angulos. | 

Thirdly, The ſaid Mr. Alexander repit 
ſented rothe Synod, Thax he was _ 
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ar one of the Articles deponed a- 
him, was, That he ſhould have 
1 about a Bonfire the 14th of 0+ 
533; And thar che ſame was the on- 
icle proved againſt him, which he 
ly redargued, for the ſaid 14th 
of O0#ober 1688 fell upon a Sunday, 
hat the Witneſſes and whole Inha- 
s of Dalkeith cannot bur declare, 
here was never Bonfires at Dalketth 
a Sunday, ſo that they deponed 
. Andthe Dancing abour a Bonfire 
ſopublick an AR, thar nor only the 
ſes that have depnned it, bur like- 
many others would have ſeen it, 
Il the Tnhabicants of Dalkerth would 
heard of ir, if ir had been true: 
notwichſtanding thereof, all the 
abours to tht Bonfire, and whole 
rants of Datkeith will declare and 
, char they neither ſaw nor heard 
ar Miniſter dancing at that, or any 
; Bonfire 3 ver notwithſtanding of 
lear Convition, and redarguingof 
reticle, che Synod had no regard 
d, afhraing chat there was no help 
now, it being ſo deponed, which 
ther thing than as if they had ſaid, 
ey were not concerned tho' it were. 
for it was ſo deponed ; and which 
dnſequenrial to a clear and poſitive 
juing, and Improbation of the Are» 
and Probation thereof, that the 
wice and defign of the Synod to pro» 
painſt the ſaid Mr. Alexander upon 
er was alleadged, alctho* without 
on, or upon a Redargued Probati- 
evidently manifeſt, 
p. The faid Mr. Alexander tepre- 
othe Synod, that he had former- 
aled from the Presbyrery,and thar 
ut too evident from what is aboye 
d, that they were Party: againſt 
And which was .further demon- 
om this, Thar the ſaid Presbyte- 
| -npuk Coldermend, did in ok 
»y901 nor only interrupciche ſaid 
Xander when he rim 


"ys debared and. reaſoned againſt 


Us oppoſite Parties, fothar ir coutd 
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G, batthar chey would do 


more when he was removed our of the 
Synod, and therefore the ſaid Mr. Alex- 
ander declined the Presbvrery, and Atex- 
andey Calderwwd as his Judges, and cra- 
ved that they mighc nor fic ro judge 
him; yer notwithſtanding thereo!, a» 
gainſt all Law and Juſtice, they were nor 
removed, 

gthly. Several Members of the Synod 
interrupted the ſaid Mr. Alexinfer, while 
he was vindicating himſelf, in che face ot 
the Synod, and craving a ſight of the Ad- 
dirional Libel, and Depoſition of the 
Witneſſes; Andcried our, Thar the ſame 


ſhould not be granted to him, asif every one 


of them had had a Deciſive Voice, and 
which is withour Example in any Judica- 
rory, for any of che Judges co interrupc 
the Defenders ſpeaking, and ro cry our 
rheir. Opinion, or rather Sentence, be- 
fore the Defender be removed ; and 
which openly diſcovers their Prejudice, 
Deſign and Reſolution of proceeding a- 
gainſt che ſaid Mr. Alexander, altho' with- 
our juſt cauſe, 

6thly. The Prejudiceand deſign of the 
Synods proceeding againſt the ſaid Mr. 4- 
lexander, on the ſaid lame, weak; and 
null probation, .15 evident, 1a fo far as (e- 
veral Members of their Number did 
ſpeak and deal with him to demir, or 
that orherways they wonld depoſe him. 
And there is nothing more certain, than 
chat they would neyer have Dealt with 
him to demir, if the Probacion againit 
him had been good 3 Their malice to the 
Regular Clergy being ſuch, as chat they 
would rather Depoſe chem for Immora- 
lities, and Errors in -DoQtrine, to ex- 


poſe. rhem,- chan -ſutter - chem to De- 


miv, 'and get off withour ſtain, when they 
are guilty of the ſame. - Burt Mr. Alexan- 
der being Conſcious of his own Innocen- 
cy refuſed ro Demit, bur.racher ro ſuffer 
their Excremity, from which he ho» 
ped GOD. in-his good time would Vindi- 
cate him. - And. therefore it being evi- 


> dentfrom rhe Grounds forcſaid, that che 


Synod had behaved them(clves moſt par- - 
tially, and' againſt. all Law and Form : 
The ſaid -Mr,Alexander docs therefore 

proceſt 


( 52 ) 


Proreft againſt the Synods forther Pro- 
ceeding in the ſaid Martrer, and appeals 
from them, and from any ſcntence they 
ſhall give therein, co the next lawful Ge- 
neral Ajſemblie, And to their MAJES- 
TIES ProteQi«*;, for Juſtice, and Relict 
in the mean time ; And Proteſts, That 
che ſaid Libels, and Witneſſes Depoſici- 
ons taken thereupon, may be preſerved, 
and not pur out of the way, That ſo the 
fime (and not Copies chereof) may be 
produced to the next General Aſſembly; 
Or roany their AMajefſties ſhall be pleaſed, 
out of their Royal Authority, to appoint 
to conſider the ſame : And that as the 


ſaid Mr. Alexander will publiſh and diſperſe be 


his Appeal, and his Anſwers to the firſt 
Libel; Which he only did fee for his 
own Vindication from any ſentence that 
ſhall follow hereupon ; So he expects, 
and earneſtly Defires, char the ſaid Synod 
may Print both the Libels againſt him, 
and Depoſitions raken thereupon, tor 
vindicsrion of rheir Juſtice, (if chey can 
conceive they have done right :) Bur 
which Mr. Al-zender hopes will rather 
vindicate his Innocency. Ard further, 
Mr. Alexander Craves, and Proteſts, That 
this his Appeal may be inſert in the 
Books of the Synod. . 
Pg: money of he Appeals fore- 
proceeded, and Depoſcd 
the ſaid Mr. Alexander from his Miniftry, 
and thereupon the Elderſhip of che Pa- 
riſh was invaded, and fome few (feverals 
of rhem ſcarce worth to be noticed as Re» 
fidenters) have uſurped the power of e- 
leQing Elders, and have cleQed ma- 
ny moe than the number formerly u- 
ſed, purpoſely as they think, to make 
the greater Figure; altho' but. of the 
moſt inconfiderable of the Pariſh; and 
of Defign ro Call, mon, atul Obtrude 
a er upon the againſt their 


will, contrary to the Laws of Charicy, 
Pradtices of Chriftian Churches, and pro- 
feffron of Prezbyrerians. Norwithſtands 
ro urn Mr. Alrzander Herive his 
ocs in Law preſerve his Right, 
keeps all in flatu quo, the. time of 

the Appeal, whijeic be diſcuft. 


Whereupon, nor only the (114 
lexander Heriatt, bur likewiſe the __ 


and mners of Dalbeith have 
In a Petition to the Lords of their v; 
flies moſt Honourable Privy 2 
Thar they may be pleaſed to fortidgy 
Calling of a Miniſter until the 
be diſcuſt ; And chat in rhe meanmny 
he may be reſtored to che Fx 
of his Miniſtrie, And that the Pray 
tery of Dalkeith, And others wy 
the Libels given in againſt him, o 
firrions of rhe Witnefſs, » 
make the ſame known to hin, aly 
appoints; That he may know whaj 
, Or may feem to be proved 
the effe&t he may the better cleah 
ſelf of che ſame, which is nothin 
falſe ſies and calumnies: And nl 
ſeveral of che Presbyterian Mi 


"who have ſeen the Livels and Depd 


ons, Aftfirm, that there is nothing 
rended to be proved, Bur the dag 
bour the Bon-Fire ; which ts no 
clearly redargued to be falſe a5 ial 
there being no Bonfires either a 
foreſaid day, nor for ſeveral 
either before or afrer ; Bur lik 
the perſons who have deponed i 
known, and re-examined, it will 
they have de falſly ; Andth 
hare been dealr with fo to 
And that this Falſhood may 
diſcovered, nor only arc the 
rions up, contrary to expith 
and AQs Parliament; Bur iu 
no notice can be gotten who wer 
perſons who have deponed it, thit 
may be infiſted againſt. 

| Whereas ir is pretended, Tit 
Lords of rheir Aſzeflaes Privy 
zre not Judges comperenc to thet 
of Exclefiaftick Comrts, and hit 
cannot put in Minifters in Ci 

cannot meridic with ſcorendt 
ions. Ic is anſwered 


o 
, 


oe prexead, chas che Couddl 5! , 


(733%) 


nr to ſentences of Fccleſraſtich 


s no other cher to affirm, That 
s have an Arbitrary power, and. 
ng at their pleaſure without Re- 


trol. For it is evident, That 
riott is moſt unjuſtly purſued: and: 
And it is alſo evident, thar 
not Redrefſed by the Council, 
zever be Reſtored by thoſe Mint- 
ho have dealt ſo unjuſtly with 


whereas, it is. alleaged, That as 


il cannot put in Mimfters, ſo they 


ddle with ſentences of Depehiie 
ered, Thar the Council has nat 
er of Admiſſion and Ordination 
ters. Bur if a Miniſter having a 
|, rhe Presbyrterie ſhould refuſe 
and Ordain him, albeit they 


ion ro the Coundtil or 

will be dire&ed to Charge the 

ric, to Admit and Ordain him, 
magis in this caſe, where a Mi- 
Depoſed from his Miniſtrie, as 


ting to objeR againſt ni, 2999 | 
n, 


from his Benefice, (which is his 


dod and Maintenance) and yer 
jftly, and withour Ground or 

The Council is moſt proper 
for Reſtoring him againſt the 
Oppreſſion, Injuric, and Unjuſt 


for a further evidence of this un- 

ce, it 15 Humbly defired, char 
ds of Their Majeſties Privy Coun- 
be pleaſed to take norice, That in 


t Libel _ w__ man 
re not to be admitted in Law 
Is ſaid, that there is none of 
proved, bur the Dancing abour 
e: And yet the Presbyr 
ence, found the Libel And 
ved, which muſt be underſtood 


ne whole Articles of the Li 
te, than which » Dr i _ 


Articles 


more falſe, as will appear by the Libels 
,and Depoſiridns, if they were, produced. 
And yet thereupon Mr. Heriott ts firſt ſuſe 
pended by the Presbytery, and referred 
y them ro the General Aſſembly for fur- 
ther Cenſure, as if great Immoralities 
in Life, and Errors in DoQrine, had 
been proved againſt him, And the Sy- 
nod (to which the Afﬀembly remitted 
him) following the ſteps of the Presby- 
rery, depoſed him. Now when Presby- 
rery and Synod, have ated rhus contrary 
to expreſs Law, and have done open and 
manifeſt Unjuſtice ; (and whereot all thar 
heard of it are convinced and (enfible) 
And having ſtated themſelves Parties a- 
gainſt him, there can be no Remedy ex- 
pefted from the ſaid Unjuſtice, Injury, 
yr nor. unleſs the Lords of Their 
laje Privy Council interpoſe theic 
Authoricy. 
If it be alleaged, That the late 
AR of Parliament, The AR of Supre- 
macy in Church matters is R fed ; 
It is anſwered, That the AR of Parlia- 
ment 1659 is Reſcinded, which extend- 
ed the Supremacy, to the Ordering and 
Diſpoſal of the External Government and 
Policy of the Church, and to the EnaQt- 
ing of Conſticutions, Ats, and Orders 
in the Church. Bur the foreſaid AR of 
K, Ja, 6. his $3 Parliament, is not Re- 
ſcinded,. which is only as fo the Judging 
of Eccleſiaſtick Perſons in marrers com- 
lained upon; and which power is in- 
erent in the Crown, otherways there 
ſhould be Re in Regno;z and Church 
Judicatories d have arbitrary Pow- 
er, wichour Redrefs or Control, as ſaid 
13. 
In Regard whereef, The. Lords of Their 
Rl, Cngerens, ny Cn are 
s Competent, 10 t purie, Une 
jftice and Opprefionz And the Deſire 
of the Petitions ought to be Granted: 


ACT. 


( yz ) 


Proteſt againſt che Synods forther Pro- 
ceeding in the aid Marrer, and appeals 
from them, and trom any ſentence they 
ſhall give therein, co the next lawful Ge- 
neral AjJ»mblie, And to their MAJES- 
TIES ProteQi«+':, for [uſtice, and Relict 
in the mean time ; And Proteſts, That 
the ſaid Libels, and Wirneſles Depoſici- 
ons taken thereupon, may be preſerved, 
and nor put out of the way, That ſo the 
ime (and not Copies chereof) may be 
produced to the next General Afſembly; 
Or to any their Aajeſties ſhall be pleaſed, 
out of their Royal Authority, to appoint 
ro conſider the ſame : And that as the 
ſaid Mr. Alexander will publiſh and diſperſc 
his Appeal, and his Anſwers co the firſt 
Libel; Which he only did fee for his 
own Vindication from any ſentence that 
ſhall tollow hereupon ; So he expects, 
and earneſtly Defires, chat the ſaid Synod 
may Print both the Libels againſt him, 
and Depoſitions raken thereupon, tor 
vindic3'ton of rheir Juſtice, (if chey can 
conceive they have done right :) Bur 


which Mr. Al:zander hopes will rather 
vindicate his Innocency. Ard further, 
Mr. Alezxandcr Craves, and Proteſts, That 
this his Appeal may be inſert in the 
Books of the Synod. 4 
Notwithſtanding of the Appeals fore- 


ſaid, the Synod proceeded, and Depoſed 
the ſaid Mr. Alexander from his MA 
and thereupon the Elderſhip of the Pa- 
riſh was invaded, and fome few (feverals 
of them ſcarce worth ro be noticed as Re» 
fidenters) have uſurped the power of c- 
le&ting Elders, and have cleQed ma- 
ny moe than the number formerly u- 
ſed, purpoſely as they think, co make 
the greater Figure; altho* but of the 
moſt inconfiderable of the Pariſh ;z and 
of Defign ro Call, Impoſe, ati Obtrude 
za Minifter upon the Reſt againſt their 
will, contrary to the Laws of Charicy, 
PraRices of Chriftian Churches, and pro- 
felon of Prezbyrerians. Norwithſtand- 
1ng that the ſaid Mr. Alexander Heriot his 
ao”_ does in Law preſerve his Right, 

keeps all in ſtatu quo, the time of 
the Appeal, while ic be diſcuft. 


Whereupon, not only the (1id .4 
lexander Heritt, bur likewiſe the Bering 
and Pariſhioners of D.!beirk have v 
In a Petition to the Lyrds of ther Ni 
fires moſt Honourable Privy Ces 
That they may be pleaſed to fortidch 
Calling of a Miniſter until the Aye 
be diſcuſt ; And that in r'1e mean ty 
he may be reſtored to the Exemy 
of his Miniſtric. And that the Prey, 
tery of Dalkeith; And others 8 
the Libels given in againſt kim, g 
wn. pug of the Witnefſe, w 
make the ſame known to him, ly 
appoints; That he may know whaj 
belled, or may ſeem to be prone 
the effe&t he may the better clerk 
ſelf of che ſame, which 1s nothing 
falſe lies and calumnics: And nh 
ſeveral of the Presbyterian Min 
"who have ſeen rhe Livels and Dep 
ons, Aftfirm, that there 1s nothing 
rended to be proved, Bur the dans 
bour the Bon-Fire ; which 1s not 
clearly redargued to be falſe as 
there being no Bonfires either a 
foreſaid day, nor for ſeveral 1 
either before or after ; Bur likent 
che perſons who have deponed i 
known, and re-examined, it will xt 
they have deponed falſly ; Andti 
hare been dealr with fo to Ut 
And that this Falſhood may i 
diſcovered, nor only are the Þ 
rions kepr up, contrary to expre 
and ARts of Parliament; Bur ik 
no notice can be gotten who wet 
perſons who have deponed rc, thatt 
may be infiſted againſt. 

Whereas ir is pretended, Tit 
Lords of their Aſajeflaes Privy \ 
2re not Judges competent to theks 
of Exclefiaftich Comrts, and thit 
cannot put in Minifters in Cu 
they cannot merid{c with (cnren® 
wy” +1 It is i Thathy 
AT 8.:P ard. & 0s c 15 _ 
Ordained, Thar bis Majeſtit, ® 


hall te Fader competent, Ti 6 


ireland Jenooral, in all mit 
oo prexeed, chas the Council BY 
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nr to ſentences of Fecleſiaſtick more falſe, as will a 
$ no other ther to affirm, That 
ts have an Arbitrary power, and. 


ng at their pleaſure without Re- 
antrol. For it is evident, That 


riott is moſt unjuſtly purſued and: 


1 Andit is alſo evident, that 
not Redrefſed by the Council, 
zever be Reſtored by thoſe Mint- 
ho have dealt ſo unjuſtly with 


whereas, it is alleaged, That as 
il cannot put in Miniſters, ſo they 
eddle with ſentences of Depoſition. 
wered, That the Council has not 
er of Admiſſion and Ordination 
ters. Bur if a Miniſter having a 
Il, the Presbyrerie ſhould refuſe 
t and Ordain him, albeit they 
xhing to objeR againſt him, upon 
tion to the Council or Seſſion, 
will be direQed to Charge the 
ie, to Admir and Ordain him, 
to magis in this caſe, where a Mi- 
Depoſed from his Miniſtrie, as 
from his Benefice, (which is his 
dod and Maintenance) and yer 
juſtly, and withour Ground or 
5 The Council is moſt proper 
tor Reſtoring him againſt the 
Oppreſſion, Injuric, and Unjuſt 


for a further evidence of this un- 


nce, it 15 Humbly defired, char 
ds of Their Majeſties Privy Coun- 
be pleaſed to take notice, That in 
t Libel there are many Articles 
re not to be admirted in Law 
Is ſaid, that there is none of 
proved, bur the Dancing abour 
Ire: And yet the Presbytery by 
ence, found the Libel Relevant 
ved, which muſt be underſtood 

: whole Articles of the Libel 
al'e, than which there is nothing 


pear by the Libels 
,and Depoſicions, if chey were produced. 
And yet thereupon Mr. Heriott ts firſt ſuſ- 
ded by the Presbyrery, and referred 

y them ro the General Aﬀſembly for fur- 
ther Cenſure, as if great Immoralities 
in Life, and Errors in Do@rine, had 
been proved againſt him, And the Sy- 
nod (to which the Afﬀembly remitted 
him) following the ſteps of the Presby- 
tery, depoſed him, Now when Presby- 
rery and Synod, have aQted rhus contrary 
to expreſs Law, and have done open and 
maniteſt Unjuſtice ; (and whereot all thar 
heard of it are convinced and ſenſible) 
And having ſtared themſelves Parties a- 
gainſt him, there can be no Remedy cx- 
peed from the ſaid Unjuſtice, Injury, 
and Oppreſſion, unleſs the Lords of Their 


| Majeſties Privy Council interpoſe theic 


Authortty. 

If it be alleaged, That the late 
AR of Parliament, The AR of Supre- 
macy in Church marters 1s Repealed, 
It is anſwered, That the A of Parlia- 
ment 1659 is Reſcinded, which extend- 
ed the Supremacy, to the Ordering and 
Diſpoſal of che External Government and 
Policy of the Church, and to the Enaft- 
ing of Conſtirutions, As, and Orders 
in the Church. Bur the foreſaid AR of 
K, Ja, 6. his 3 Parliament, is not Re- 
ſcinded, which is only as fo the Judging 
of Eccleſiaſtick Perſons in marrers com- 

lained uponz and which power is in- 
erent in the Crown, otherways there 
ſhould be Regnum in Regnoz and Church 
Judicatories ſhould have arbitrary Pow- 
er, without Redrefs or Control, as ſaid 
13. 

In Regard whereof, The. Lords of Their 
MAFESTIES Privy Council are 
udges Competent, to this Injurie, Un- 
juftice and Oppreſfonz And the Deſire 

of the Petitions ought to be Granted: 


ACT. 


(24) 


A CT of the General Afﬀembly, anent a Solemn N ating! y 
and Humiliation, with the Cauſes theredf. 


At Edinburgh, November 12, 1690. Poſtmeridiem, Se, wr 


| HE General Aﬀembly, Having 
taken 'into their moſt ſerious 

| Confiderarion, the lare grear 
and general Defe@ion of this Church and 
Kingdom, have thought fir ro Appoinc 
a Day of Solemn Humiliation anqFafting, 
for Confeſſion of Sins, and making Sup- 
plication, to our Gractans God, . to for- 
give and remove the guilt rhereof: In 
order whereunto, they have Ordained 
the Confeſſion of Sins, and Cauſes of 


Faſting following, ro beduly Intimaranid' 


Publiſhed; Recommending' 1t moſt ear- 
neitly co all perſons, both Miniſters and 
others, That every one of us may nor 


only ſearch and cry our own hearts and 


ways, and fiir up ourſctves to ſeek the 
Lord; Bur alſo in our 'Stations, and as 


we have acceſs, Deal with one anorher;' 
In all love and tenderneſs, to prepare for ' 


ſa great and neceſſary a, Duty, that we 
may find mercy in God's ſight, and He 


may be graciouſly reconciled to our Land: 


In our Lord Jeſus, and take delight to 
dvwell among ux. Mn 


Alrhough our; gracious God' hath, vt 


[tte,, for his cava Names ſake, wrought 


great and wonderful ings, for Brit-tin' 
1urch and Na-. 


aud Ireland, and fof this C 
r!cn1n particular z* Yer the, Innabitabrs 


” 


therecf haye cauſe, rg remember” heir 
own evil ways, ard roloath themſelves . 
In their own fighttorgheir Iniquictes,.. © 


Alas! Wes .*and,” oyr, Faghers,,: oor 
Princes, our, alters, and, Veople all 
Repks baye ſinped, and have beet under 
great Tran(greffion, to this ddy; : For 
thouph our gracious God ſhewed early 
kindnc fs to this Lard, in ſeraing the 
Gofpel amongſt us, ard atterward in our 
Retorgiagion from Poptih Superfticicn 
and Idola: 7. ; and 1t had the Honour, 
beyond nan; Naiicts, of bcing ai;er our 


! - d 414 
Teas hated, and he that depirt 


firſt Reformation, ſolemuls devored 
God, both Prince and Pcopie, je 
have dealt treacherouſly ith the I 
and been unſtedtaſt in his Coverant 
have nor walked (uitably to cur Meg 
received from him, nor 0b!igarian 
him : Through the mercy of Gal 
Church had atrained to a great purin 
DoRrine, Worſhip, and Governne 
bur this was nor accompanicd with 
able perſonal Reformation, neither x 
ohr Fruit anſwerabſe to the pains @ 
on us by Word and” Work; Wal 
much Goſpel-preaching, 1: roo 
Goſpel-praQticez roo many went 
open wickedneſs, and ſome had a 
form of Godligeſs, den\ing the po 
thereof,; many alſo who had the@ 
of Gad in eruch fell from cheir fri 
ahd:fell under ad languiſhing ad 
cays; and When-for our fins the aſh 
the Lard had divided us, and ve 
brought under che feer of ſtrangers 
many of our Brethren killed, ove 
ken Caytive and (old as {laves, JR 
ſnned'{till, and after we vere treedl 
the yoke of ſtrangers, Initcad 0 ca 
ing ro.che Lord, and v<ilg tea to nf 
trance by his goodne(s, the Lacdl 
open Defe&ion from the g279 WI 
the Lord: many behayed 4: if they 
beg ſycreſt co gears ab-inicalhl 
fitod-gares of Tinpjety wer? 0p+5%2 
a fdely OF Ine did over. (ub 
che Land; who can without gue 
mie remember: thy ſhameiul om 
ety and 'drunkenuels {ar chen v3: y 
this acchmpanied ivirh |: -rrid.an Wo 
curſing and ſearing, 234 104086 
frequent Filchinels, 
ther Abominattons, 


Adtulcerics. 
3nd che RE 
d! 
-02C1 


In:quiry made himicl; 4 reÞfe p 


('7s)) 


And when by theſe, and ſuch 
upt pratices, mens Conſciences 
pauched,they proceeded to ſacri- 
Intereſt of the Lord jeſus Chriſt, 
iviledges of his Ghurch:to: rhe 
| will of men z3 The Supremacy 
yanced in ſuch a, way, and t© 
height, as never any Chriſtian 
acknowledged ; the Government 
hurch was altered, and Prelacy 
hath been always grievous* to 
tion) introduced, wichour rhe 
es conſeyt, and contrair: ro the 
 Ats of cur National Aﬀemblies, 
hich che preſens Parliament harh 
be God) lately found; And yer 
leſs, of che then ſtanding Mini- 
$c:it/aad, many did ſuddenly and 
comply with thae alreration of rhe 
ment, ſome purof Pride and'Co- 
[s or Man-pleaſ}ng,ſome chroughr 
or weaknels, or tear of :Man, 
jt of Courage and Zeal for Gud ; 
thful Miniſters were, thereupon 
» and many Inſufficient and Scan-. 
men chruſl in on theig Charges; 
wy Familics ruined, 'hecauſe & ef 
or own them as theiriPaſtors. . 
las ! It is undenyable, there liach 
der the late Prelacie;a: great de- 
ery, ſothat ic was Enough to: 
man be nicknam'd a Phanarick, if 


dot run to che ſame exveſz of rior 
ers, 


huuld ir.not be lamented, for ir 
be denyed, there hath been in 
eadtul Atheiſtical Boldneſs a- 
0d, ſome have diſpured the Being: 
and l11s Providence, the Divine 


j.of the Scriptures, |rbie Life to 


nd-Immortality of the: Soul, | 
ed at theſe chives ” 446 
hath been alſo an horrid Pro-- 
ja of the Hoiy and Dreadful Name 
by Curling and. Swearing ; Ah !; 
h been ſo much Swearing and -. 
10g an90gſt.us, char no Nation; 
aven aye been more. githy in 
ve; ſome b [wearing raibly 
NY ſome falſly, by :hreaki 
z 


S, and impy g and taking 


ungodly and unlawful Oxths and Bonds 
whereby the Conſciences of many haye 
been ' polluted and ſeared, and merry 
.ruimed and oppreſſed for retufing and 
oc: taking chem. hs 

There hath aſſo been 2 great neglett of 
the Worſhip of God, roo much 1n pub- 
licks bur eſpecially m Familtes, and In 
ſecrer, MM 

[The wonted care of Religious ſanftify= 
ing the Lord's Day is gone, and in many 

aces.ithe Sabbath hath been, and 15 

amefully prophaned. | 
'.'Fhe Land' alſo hach been full of bloody 
Crimes, and Cirics full of Violence, and 
much irmocent Blood ſhed, ſo that Blood 
rouched Blood ; yea, Sod-ms fins have 
abounded-amongſt vs, Pride, fullneſs of 
Bread, ltlteneis, Vanities of Apparel, 
add ſhameful ſenſualicy filled the Land. 

And - atas ! how great hath been che 
Cry of Oppreſfion, and Unrighteouſneſs, 
Tniquiry hath been eſtabliſhed by a Law, 
here hath been a great perverring of 
Juſtice, by making arid execuring un- 
rapheeous Statuces and Aﬀs, and fad per- 
ſecutions of many for their' 'Conſcience 
rowards God. 

Ir 1s alſo matter of Lamentation, that 
under this great Defe&ion there hath 
been rov general a fainting, not only a- 
mong(t profeſſors of rhe Goſpel; but alſo 
amonyſt Miniſters ; *yea, even amongſt 
ſach;- who tn the main things did en- 
deavour co maintain rheic Incegricy, in 
not giving (caſonable and neceflary Te- 
ſtiimony- againſt rhe*DefeRons and Evils 
ot the Titne, and keeping a'due diſtatice 
foom chem, and fome on the orher hand 
manapge&Þrheir Zeal with too litrle Diſ- 
crevion-and Mecknefs: - 

It isalſs maccer of Humiliation, thar 
when Differences fell onr amongſt chele, 
who di&owne Trurh; bear witneſs 
againſt (che Gre feRion, ny 
were nor mitraged With due Charity an 
Love, butiwirt-rod mach heat and bit- 
terneſt5{(}ojutions:RefleRions uſed againſt 
pom and worthy men on all hands, and 
candatouy Diviſions 'accaſioned, and the | 
luccels of the Goſpel: greatly obſtruted 

K 2 thereby, 
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therebv. and ſome dangerous Principles 
drunk ir. : And after all this, there were 
ſhameful advarces towards Popery, the 
Abomination of the Mais was ſet up in 
man" places. and Popiſh Schools ereQ- 
ed, and (everals fell to Idolatry. 

And though the Lord hath put a ſtop 
to the Courſe of DefeRion, and of his 
great mercy given u: ſome reviving from 
our Bondage; ver we have (ad cauſe to 
regra'e and bemoan, that few .havea 
due ſenſe of our mercy, or;walk anfiwer- 
able therero,ferv are turned to the Lord in 
crutch, but the wicked go on to do wicked- 
ly, and there 1s found amongſt us to this 
day ſhameful ingratitude'for our mercies, 
Horrid impenicency under our fins, yea, 
even amongſt thoſe who ſtand moſt up 
for the Defence of the Truth : and a- 
mongſt many in our Armies, there is wo- 
ful Prophaneneſs and Debauchery. And 
though we profeſs to acknowledge,there 
can be no pardon of Sins, no Peace and 
Reconciliation with God, but by the 
Blood of Jeſus Chriſt ; yer few-knowHim, 
or (ce the Neceſficy and Excellency of 
the Knowledge of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; 
few ſee their need of Him,or eſteem, de- 
fire,or receive Him,as he is offered inthe 
Goſpel; few are acquainted with Faith 
in Jeſus Chriſt, and living by Faith on 


Him, as made of the Father untous, Wiſ-. 


dom, Righteouſneſs, SanRification and Re» 


demprion ; and few walk as becometh. 


the Goſpel, and imitate our Holy Lord in 
Humility, Meckneſs, Self-denial, Heavenly- 
mindedneſs,Zeal for G 0 D, and Charity 
towards Men : Bur as there is even until 
now, 4 great contempt of the Goſpel, a 


great Barrenneſs under ir ; fo a deep Se-. 


curity under our Sin and Danger, a great 
want of Piety toward God, and Love to- 
wards Men, with a woful Selfiſhneſs, c- 
very one ſeeking their own things, few 
che things of Chriſt, or che publick 
Good, or one anorhers welfare ; And fi- 
nally, rhe moſt part more regdy t cen- 
ſure the fins of others, than rg repent of 
their own, rn /u*. 1 

Our Iniquities are.iticreaſed. over our 
heads, and our Treſpaſſes are grown up 


into the Heavens, they are mmy; 
ber, and hainous in the w 
grievouſly appravared, as hajiny1 
coneratr to great Light and Low 
ſignal Mercies and Judgments, af 
tefſion and Supplication, and nes 
ſtanding of our Profeſſion, Proits 
ſolemn Vowing, and Covenantin 
God ro the contrair. 

Have we not then ſad cauſe gf 
Sorrow and Humiliation? And 
not fear, 1f we do not repent, br 
from the evil of our ways, and re 
ro rhe Lord with all our hearts, thy 
rerurn to do us evil, after he hath 
us good, and be angry with us, un] 
hath conſumed us? 

Ler us therefore humble our ſeln 
Faſting and Praying, let us ſeard 
our ſins, and conſider our ways, and 
feſs theſe, and other our fins, with 
row and Dereſtation; Let us tum 
the Lord with Faſting and weeging 
with mourning; Let us firmly fel 
and fincerely Engage to amendors 
and doings, and return unto thelxd 
God, with all our heart, and end 
pray, that for the blood of the lar 
God, our fins may be forgiven, al 
back-ſlidings healed, and we myyt 
come 2 righteous Nation, keeplty 
Truth, that Religion and Righteo 
may flouriſh, and Love, and Clu 
bound, and all the Lord's People ay 
of one mind in the Lord: andint 
to all rheſe, rhat the Word of the| 
may have free courſe, and ve gl 
and that the Preaching of the Ward 
Diſpenſing of che Sacraments, 
accompanied wich the wonted pret 
Power and Bleſfing of the $piritd 
Lord; That the Lord would pi 
and bleſs our gracious King and 8 
William and Mary, and eſtaviilt 8 


| Throne by Righteouſneſs and Rs 


and prant to theſe Nations, Feat 


- Trath rogether ; and for charEnd 


and proſper His Majeſtic Council 


+ Forces by Sea and Land, and thoſe 


Princes and Scares his Allies, ba 
and his Teuth, chat Inferior AuG 


© FFI 


in the fear of God, and Judges be 
" with Righteouſneſs, and rhar 
ny faithful Labourers may be ſent our 
© the Lord's Vineyard, and they who 
ſent, may find merc to be faichful, 
be bleſt wich Succeſs, that Families 
y be as lictle Churches of Chriſt, and 
t the Lord would pour out His Spiric 
all Ranks of People, that they may 
holy in all manner of Converſation, 
| God may delight to dwell amongſt 
and to do us good. 
And while we pray for our ſelves, ler 
not forget our Brethren 1n Forreign 
urches, with whom, alas! we had roo 
e Sympathy ; Nay, let us pray, thar 
the ends of the Earth, may ſee the 
vation cf God ;, and that He would 
ig his antient people of the Fews to 
acknowledgment of Jeſus Chriſt; and 
t he would Faſten the ruine of Roiniſh 
bylon, and advance the Reformation 
Chriftendome, and preſerve and bleſs 
Reformed Churches ; Thar he would 
y Bis oppreſſed People, the French 
eftants, and gather them our of all 
es, whither they have been ſcarte- 
| in the cloudy and dark day; and 
t he would be the Defence, Strength 
| Salvation of any of his People, who 
in War or Danger by Infidel or Po- 
t adverſaries, in Europe or America. 
| 1n particular, that the Lord would 
Gracious to Ireland, and ſanRifie 
his People there, both cheir diſtreſs 
d deliverance ; and perfe& what con- 
zeth them, char he would convert 
Natives there to the Truth, and re- 


duce .thar-Land to Peace; and appoint 
Salvation for Walls and Bullwarks to 
Brittain, |; 
For all theſe Cauſes and Reaſons, The 
General Aſſembly hath appoinced che 
Second Thurſday of Fanuary next, ro be 
Obſerved in all. the Congregations of the 
Church and Nation, as a day of Solemn 
Faſting and Humiliation, and Prayer; 
Beſeeching and Okteſting all, both Pa- 
ſtors, and People of all Ranks to be ſin- 
cere and ſerious, in Humiliation and 
Supplication, and univerſal Rc:.rmarion, 
as they would wiſh to find mercy of the 
Lord, and have deſerved wrath avert- 
ed, and would obtain the Bleſſing of the 
Lord upon themſelves and Poſterity 
afrer them ; and that the Lord may de- 
light in us, and our Land may be as Mar- 
ried to him. And Ordains all Mimiters, 
either in Kirks or Meeeting houſes, ro 
read this preſent A publickly from che 
Pulpit, a Sabbath or two before the ſaid 
Day of Humiliation : and that the ſeve- 
ral Presbyterics take care,that it be care- 
fully Obſerved in their reſpeQive bounds, 
And where, in regard of Vacancies, the 
Day hereby appointed, cannoc be ob- 
ſerved, the Afſembly appoints the ſaid 
Humiliation, ro be kept ſome other Day 
with the firſt convenient opportunity: 
And appoints the Commiſhon for Vifira- 
rion, to apply to the Council, for their 
Civil San&ton to the Obfervarion chere- 
of, Extrafed ont of the Records of A- 
ſembly, by 
Fo. SPAELING, Cls. Syn. 
National. 


A PROCLAMA- 


A PROC 


( 7) 
LAMA TION 


Anent a Solemn National Faſt and Humiliation, 


ILLIAM ad MARY, 
by the Grace of God, King 
and Quecn of Grear Britain, 
France, and Ircland, De- 

fenders of the Faith; To . 
Macers of our Privy Council, 
or Meſſengers at Arms, nur Sheriffs in that 
part, Conjun4ly and ſeverally, ſpecially con- 
flitute, Greeting: Foraſmuch, as the Gene- 
ral Aſſembly of this Church by their AF, 
of the date the twelfth day of November 
inflant, hath appointed a Solemn National 
Faſt and Humiliation, to be Obſerved in all 
the Kirks and Meeting-Houſes of this Onur 
Antient Kingdom; and appointed thetr Com- 


miſſion fer Viſutatian, to apply tothe Lords of 


Our Privy Council, for Our Civil Sandtion, 
i0 be interpoſed thereto; And they having 
Applyed accordingly : Therefore We, with 
Advice of the Lord's of our Privy Council, Do 
hereby Command and Enjoyn, That the ſaid 
Solemn Faft and Humiliation be ReNgionſly 
ebſerved, by all Perſons throughaut this 
Kingdom, both in Kirks and Meeting-Houſes, 
at the Dyets, and in the manner 4s by, the 
«b7ve-mentianed A& of Aſſembly, hereto pre- 
fixed, 1s appointed, And that the ſame be 
read by all the Miniſters, in manner therein 
mentioned, And to the end that ſo Pimy and 
Neceſſary a Duty may be pauniually performed, 
and Our Pleaſure in the Premiſſ*s fully 
brozn: Our Will is herefore, and We Charge 
204 ſtraitly, and Command, that incontinent 


theſe Onr Letters ſeen, je paſs tothe | 
cat-Croſs of Edinburgh, and the renay 
Mercat-Croſſes of the Head-Burghs of 1 
ſeveral Shires and Stewar tries, withnth 
Kingdom, and in Our Name and Authwix 
mabe Publication of the Premiſes, thaw 
may pretend ignorance. Ar wed Oda 
Our Solicitor to diſpatch C:picr herafſh 
the Sheriffs of the ſever! Shires and Sy 
arts of the Stewart: tes, 97 th: ir Deputy, 
Clerks, to be by tkem Pabliſhea at ihe | 
cat-Croſſes of the Head-Burghs, Wah 
eeipt thereof, . and immediately ſent th 
ſeveral Miniſters, both in Kirls and 
ing- Houſes, to the effe they may read 
intimat the ſame from their Paipuy, 
may ſericuſly exhort all Perſons, t1 a ſax 
and devout obſervance thererf, as they by 
gard the Favour and Bleſſings if the & 
mighty God, the Safety and Preſervatuiay 
both Church and State, and wwld 
the Wrath of God upon themſelves and thi: 
Pafterity, and as they will be an/werabi 
their peril. And Ordains theje Preſents 
be Prigted with the ſaid At Fl {ſend 
avd. theſe Preſents ro be. Publiſhed in 
er foreluid. | 
Given-under Our Signet at Ez;ndugh 

che twenty firſt day of Novemats 

And; of Our Reign, the lecaw 

vear, 1690, 

Per atum Dominorum 


21, Concilly 
GILB. ELIOT, Cls. Sti, Contil 


"God ſave King WILLIAM, and Queen MARY. 
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